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T being difficult to foreſee! what a 

Reader will expect from the title 
of this Diſquiſition, it may be uſeful to 
inform him, that while I was revolving 
the matter of it in my mind many years 
ago, I was curious to know how the 
ſubject, according to my own ſenſe of 
it, would appear to a Jew, It was not 
long before an opportunity offered. I 
met with a young man of that per- 
ſuaſion, who, having been engaged 
with a printer at Amfterdam, for the 
Hebrew Language, was ſomething of a 
ſcholar, and appeared to have a good 
command of the Old Teſtament in his 
memory, with as much freedom of 
A ſpeech 


CRY. 
ſpeech and ingenuity as is to be met 
with amongſt that ſort of people. 
Io0 this perſon J applied myſelf ; and 
when I had fatisfied my curiofity, I 
committed to paper the particulars of 
our . Converſation, with which J ſhall 
here preſent the Reader, that he may 
underſtand the deſign of the following 
ſheets. But then I muſt requeſt him 
not to blame me, if I do not make my 
Jew more ſenſible than I found him ; 
and alſo if I take the liberty of exhibit- 
ing our diſcourſe in its natural terms, 
though more agreeable to the familiarity. 
of a private converſation, than to the 
formality of a deliberate treatiſe. 
Chriſtian. You Jews have a great 
averſion to Swine's fleſh : pray WY me 
what is your reaſon for it? 
Few. Becauſe it is forbidden in our 
7 5 | 
Cbriſtian. But why was it forbidden? . 
what harm 1 is there in it? 

Jew. 


CG 4 
Jet. Becauſe the Swine does not 
thew the cud. 
Chr. How comes that to be any W 
tion ? 

- Few, Sir, you know it is ſo ordered 
in our Law: it was God Almighty's 
will, and we are not en to account 
for it. 

Cr. But if the Laws of God are not 
unreaſonable in themſelves, you ſhould 
conſider their intention. The ſervice 
of reaſon” is ſurely more acceptable 
to God than the ſervice of ignorance; 
which is like that of the Beaſts, who 
obey the will of their Creator without 
knowing what they do. One would 
wonder how any rational creature can 
be zealous in the obſervation! of ſach a 

ſervice. 

Few. You would not have me deſpiſe 
what God has commanded, and leave 
off the cuſtom of the Law! I ſhall ne- 
ver do that in all:my: life 

A2 3 $1; 41007 
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10 be. Tou would know better how to 
i in that reſpe&, if you could be 
brought to conkider the reaſon of what 
you are practiſing, If I were to aſk; 
why'you- eat the flefhr'of the ſbeep, you 
would tell me, becauſe it divides the boof, 
and chews" the cud. But you eat neither 
the bogf nor the cud; ſo that the reaſon 
cannot lie here, but muſt be ſought for 
in the general Character of the animal, 
to which theſe marks are an Index. 
That you may underſtand what I ſay, 
compare tlie Sheep and the Swine, as you 
would compare two men, a good one 
And a bad one, and fee whether you 
| cannot diſcover a remarkable difference 
between them. Don't . _— that 
an Hog will be drunx? | 

Jew. Oh, yes! and 1 have ſeen cri 
drunk, and falling down in the dirt. 
Chr. But no man ever ſaw a Sheep 
drunk, neither can it be tempted to any 
exceſs ; being remarkably moderate | 
in the uſe even of water itſelf. 
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- Yew: What you ſay is true, but l _ 

Never mind it before. 
Cr. Perhaps ſo; but 1 with you 
would think of it: for though vain peo- 
ple mock at your diſlike of Pork, the 
matter is of more depth than either they 
or you are aware of. Therefore give 
me leave to proceed. You muſt have ob- 
ſerved that the Sheep is patient; it neither 
lifts up its voice nor ſtruggles while 
men are taking away its fleece; but, as 
the Scripture expreſſes it, is dumb before 
its ſhearers. If you were to uſe the ſame 
liberty with an Hog, there would be, 
as the proverb has it, great cry and little 
wool, If you would force an hog one 
Way, he endeavours to run the other 
way ; ſo that he cannot be driven un- 
leſs he is tied by the leg; but the ſheep 
goes quietly to the place appointed, and 
is obedient to the voice of the Shep- 
herd, Wafh a Sheep, and it preſerves 
its whiteneſs till it comes to be ſheared: 
but when you have waſhed an hog, he 
A 3 buries 
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buries himſelf in the mire, and be- 
comes more filthy than be was before. 
Sottiſhneſs and immodeſty go together, 
as do alſo temperance and chaſtity. A 
{ Tail is given to the Sheep and other 
four-footed beaſts for decency ; but the 
+ Swine, by a certain - twiſt of the tail, 
common to the ſpecies, diſcovers what 
{ other animals conceal, as if it were di- 
| veſted of all ſhame. It is „ necked too (a 
| reproach which the Scripture hath fixed 
upon your forefathers “) beyond all 
other beaſts, and its ſnout is ſo inflex- 
ibly pointed to the ground, that it can- 
not look upwards to the ſky. 
I You ſee then, friend Mordecai, that the 
difference berween - the Sheep and the 
Swine is much more in the manners than 
in the meat; and that you ought to ab- 
hor the Swine, only as an example of 
every thing that is hateful in the fight of 
G What honour do N expect ig 80r 
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by abſtaining ſcrupulouſly from Swine 8 
fleſh, if you are like an hog at laſt in 
your manners and inclinations ? Have 
the Jews no ſwine of this ſort among 
tem! 

Few, Yes, we have many who are 
wicked in all' manner of wickedneſs, 
and beaſtly like the Hog. 

Chr. Such men ought not to expect 
that their diet will recommend them to 
God, if in their appetites and actions 
they are more nearly allied to the Devil. 
We Chriſtians, though we have too 
many bad men amongſt us, make it 
our rule to fulfil the Law of Moſes in a 
more rational manner than you, by 
coming up to the ſpirit of it; that i is, 
by avoiding the earthly, unclean, and 
groveling Mections of the ſwine ; and then 
we are ſure that the eating of Swine's 
fleſh will neither offend God, nor do 
us any harm. Here you may learn 
the true difference between a Chriſtian 
and a jew. You have the form, but 
A 4 we 
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we have the, ſenſe - of it: Lou value 
yourſelves upon the preſervation of: the 
huſk, while we are in poſſeſſion of the 
kernel. And hence one of our: inter- 
preters puts a queſtion, the anſwer to 
which is of more value than all the 
g glittering trinkets in the Boxes of all 
the Jews in Chriſtendom Do ue mae 
void the Law sea, ue eſtabliſh the Law. 
If you could underſtand the meaning 
| of theſe few words, they would lead 
you at once out of all your errors. 
Jeu. 1 ſhall never leaye my Religion: 
they are only the worſt of the Jews who 
leave their Religion, and they never 
ay yy afterwards. | 
1, ſuppoſe it is your chin to 
3 one another. with ſuch Gyings: 
hut if you look back upon the Jews as 
a nation, you will not find that they 
| have. proſpered much within the laſt 
ſeventeen hundred Years, You, will 


argue better When it ſhall pleaſe God 
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to open your eyes; without which it 
will be. vain for any man to hold up the 
Truth, expecting that you ſhould ſee 
and embrace it. However, there was 
no harm in deſiring to know your 
opinion on this ſubject; and I wiſh you 
would ſpeak of it to ſome In the more 
learned of your brethren. 10. 

Je. I will aſk them — it : and 
1 think you are right in hat you ſaid 
about the - Hog: but we have many 
Jews who will make a * good cine 
of hog's fleſh, 

Such was * iſſue of this Colferench, 
if that can properly be called a Confer- 

ence, in which a Jew, who underſtands 

nothing of what he profeſſes, and whoſe 
grand object is the ' vending of his 
Wares, had one fide of the argument. 
I never received any report from this 
Jew- concerning the ſentiments of his 
brethren; but by the information he 
- gave me very ſoon after, I have reaſon 
0 think there are ſome Chriſtians, who 


regard 


| i )). . 
regard the Subject with equal ignorance, 
and, perhaps, greater indifference. Imuſt 
take it patiently, if ſuch perſons ſhould 
never find themſelves much intereſted 

arr the following enquiry.” The writer 

who would return to the unfrequented 

Paths of primitive Theology, muſt look 

for his encouragement from Readers of 
the ſame taſte, if ſuch are to be found. 
In every age they have been always 
few in compariſon, who were animated 
by an attachment to the peculiar wiſdom 
of Revelation. If I had written five 
hundred years ago, my thoughts might 
have been offered to a ſet of indolent 
-monks, as little concerned about the 
Spirit of Prophecy; as the modern ſtu- 
dent of the coffee-houſe, whoſe whole 
attention is devoted to Plays, Novels, 
and factious News- papers. 
In the Age of the Reformation, wii 
all the antient fountains of Literature 
were opened, the Evangelical Spirit of 
the on Teſtament was een. by 
YL | ſome 


En) 
ſome of the moſt eminent writers of 
that time; and the Sight of it, even 
to this day, hath ſcarcely ever been loſt 
among the Puritans. We of the Church 
of England are now riſen above that ſort 
of learning, as we think; though, it is 
to be feared, we are rather degenerated 
and fallen below it: and this is one 
reaſon why ſo many falſe and danger- 
_ ous ſpeculations. have been making their 
way into the . faſhionable Divinity: for 
they who depart' from the proper ſtile 
and genius of the Scripture, will hardly 
eſcape. ſome defection from its doctrines. 

I do not here mean to become an ac- 
cuſer under the more popular Character 
of a Reformer; neither would I be 
thought to have diſcovered what is un- 
known to other men. We have Au- 
thors of eminence and genius amongſt 
us, who are undoubtedly ſenſible of 
the value of that literature for which 
Jam now pleading, becauſe their writ- 
ings ſhew them to be far advanced in 

the 
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the knowledge of it; particularly the 
celebrated Prælector de "Sacra Poe /i He- 
bræorum, and the learned Author of 
Diffrtations on the Prophecies ; from each 
of whom I might pr oduce many excel- 
lent obſervations, iy juſtify. that Praiſe 
which they merit from a better hand. 
As to myſelf, 1 would be ' confidered 
only as, an humble follower of ſuch 
learned Interpreters : and if Thave ven- 
tured to perſue the matter of the follow- 
ing Diſquiſition farther than they would 
have done, I hope that hath happened, 
only becauſe I have meditated long up- 
on this particular Subject. I found it 
more fruitful than I expected, and have 
been led by it into many ſpeculations, 
which have been exceedingly pleaſant 
to me in the hours of my Solitude. 
J am ſenſible they would be more plea- 
' Fant to the public, if it were the faſhion 
to be ſomewhat better verſed in that 
ſort of Learning, by which we are eſ- 
fentially diſtimguifhed from the Jews; 


1 mean 
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L. mean, in the figurative ſenſe of the 
ſacred. Writings; ; Which no Jew can 
poſſibly underſtand and continue to be 
a jew; on which account it is ſo 
largely inſiſted upon by the author of the 
Epifile ta the Hebrews, a diſcourſe particu- 
larly . calculated, for their , inſtruction; 
Where the Scripture is ſtudied by thoſe 
who: have no private, ends to ſerve by 
miſrepreſenting it, its figurative mode 
of expreſſion will be ſtudied of courſe; 
becauſe. no great: progreſs can be made 
on any other principle. It is as neceſ- 
ſary to the underſtanding of the Bible, 
as its proper Alphabet is to the decy- 
phering of any Language, *© Certain 
« images (ſays Dr. Lowth) | borrowed 
« chiefly from nature, expreſs certain 
r notions leſs obvious to the un- 


« being obſerved in the application of 
« them: and 1 believe this one thing, 
yy if it were diligently ſtudied, would 
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« Achay⸗ be of excellent uſe to explain 
« the meaning of the Hebrew Prophets.”* 
A gentleman formerly educated at 
Chrift Church College in Oxfetd, and known 
to the Phyſicians as the Editor of Are- 
tæus, had formed a deſign of dedicating 
bis Life to a complete Work on #e Sym- 
bolical Language of the Scripture; and if . 
had a faithful account of him from! 
a contemporary and fellow. collegiani 
who knew him well, great things might 
have been expected from him, when 
his abilities and experience had ſo great 
a Subject to work upon. I have much 
reaſon to wiſh that he had accompliſhed 
his deſign: but, alas! it became 'abor- 
tive on the ſame principle with” any ä 


» —ceftz Imagines, unam arbitror, fi accurate 
plurimum Naturales, cer- inveſtigetur, ad intelligen- 
tas alias notiones, quarum dos Vates Hæbros ſemper 
ſubtilior eſt ratio, lege maximo adj umento fore. 


55 quadam conſtanter ſervata, alt. XXXi, p. 1. 


exprimunt; quam rem 
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other excellent undertakings, the mor- 
tality of the undertaker; who did not 
live to make any progreſs in the work. 
This loſs however, is already ſupplied 
in ſome meaſure by the judicious Criti- 
ciſms of Dr. Lowth ; and we ſhall have 
yet leſs. reaſon to lament it, if an in} 
troductory Diſcourſe to a new Commen- 
tary on the Pſalms of David, which is now. 
in manuſcript, by an able and ingenious 

hand, ſhould fee the light. 
Some ſmail ſpecimen of this Symbo- 
lical language may be collected from 
the enſuing pages. Other hints may be 
gathered from Eraſmus his Encbiridion mi- 
litis Chriſtiani, and many more may be 
found in the collection entitled Philocalia, 
at the end of the works of Origen; whom 
the incomparable Eraſmus delighted ro 
follow in his capacity of an Expoſitor. 
But as I am now only writing a Preface, 
without taking upon me to deliver 
rules for the interpretation of the Scrip- 
ture, 
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mute, 1 muſt content myſelf with com- 
i mitting thefe few haſty reflections to 
| the farther" conſideration of the intel- 
ligent Reader; after I have informed 
him, that this Difquifition will be fol- 
lowed by other like diſquiſitions and 
diſcourſes on Scriptural and Moral Sub- 
jects, till the whole ſhall amount to an 
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DISQUISITION, K. 


\VERY Inſtitution of God muſt have 
ſomething in it which deſerves our at- 
tention : and though the wiſdom of any par- 
ticular Law may not fhew itſelf to a careleſs 
Enquirer, who looks no deeper than the ſur. 
face; yet if it be examined by the rules of 
interpretation laid down for us in the Scrip- 
ture, and compared with the State of Nature, 
we ſhall: generally 155 our labour well re- 
warded. 

As we did not invent the Bible, God hath 
wiſely provided againſt our inventing the in- 
terpretation of it: the Scripture itſelf, when 

properly ſearched, being ſufficient for the 
unfolding of its own difliculties, 

If any ſubject i is left without an explanation 
where it is firſt delivered, we find it reſumed 
or referred to in other places ; and ſome new 
7%) ENT | ON B cir· 
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circumſtances are introduced, which ſerve to 
enlarge our views and clear up what is ob- 
& cure. Hence it comes to paſs, that howſoever 
= other books may be explained, the only ra- 
a tional method of interpreting the Scripture is 
wo compare ſpiritual things with Spiritual z to 
clear up one paſſage of divine writ by others 
: which relate to it: and in the mouth of two 
or three witneſſes of this ſort every word 
= ought to be eſtabliſhed. Let this rule be 
our direction with reſpect to the Inſtitution 
we are about to examine. 

I. In the 11th Chapter of Leviticus, the 
principal Animals of the Creation are divided 
into two Claſſes, one of which is declared to 
be clean the other unclean; and when the 
proper diſtinctions are adjuſted, the whole 
is ſummed. up in the following manner,— 
This is the Law of the beaſts and of the 
« fowl, and of e every living creature that . 
% moveth in the waters, and of every crea- 
«, ture that creepeth upon the earth; to 
« make a difference between the unclean and 
« the clean, and between the beaſt that may 


« be eaten, and the beaſt that may not be 
« eaten *.“ The Hebrews were to eat of no 


creatures, but thoſe which bare certain 


„ 
— 4 
hg * 4 
"IE . 
5 - * 
2 oo - I 


* 
— * 
- ͤ — — 
> - 


* * * 
TT» 
= + 1 


— . — TIO . 1 


* — 
2 — — => 
2 * 


= —— = Wy ww ů — U——W—— — — — 


1 marks 


% - 


Clean and unclean Animals. 3 


marks or characters in their ſeveral natures, 
ſuch as gave them a place amongſt the clean 
animals: and as to the reſt, which have alſo 
their proper characters, different from the 
former, they were forbid to taſte or even to 
touch them, under the penalty of making 
themſelves unclean and abominable i in the 
ſight of God. 
II. Now if God doth nothing but for 
' wiſe and ſufficient reaſons, as all men muſt 
believe who believe that there is a God; 
He muſt have commanded his people to ob- 
ſerve this diſtinction for ſome reaſon, either 
natural or moral: either becauſe ſome animals 
are y nature clean or unclean in themſelves ; 
or emblematically ſo, with reſpe& to other 
things expreſſed and , underſtood by them. 
It could not, be for the former reaſon ; be- 
cauſe God had already pronounced the whole 
creation, including all beaſts, cattle, creep- 
ing things, fiſhes, and fowls, to be very good. 
Therefore no creature could be objected to 
on account of any natural diſqualification. 
And had any of them been unclean in a na- 
tural ſenſe, at the time God delivered this 
Law eto Moſes, they would be ſo ſtill; their 
natures being ſtill the ſame ; and it would be 
As unfit and finful for a Chriſtian to eat 
xa IMS... them 
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them now, as it was to an Hebrew formerly. 
But this it certainly is not : for ſaith the 
Apoſtle, © I know and am perſuaded by the 
Lord Jeſus that there is nothing unclean 
_ © of tfelf—— For every creature of God is 
good, and nothing to be refuled, if it be 
*« received with thankſgiving ; for it is ſanc- 
e tified by the word of God, and by prayer.”'* 
It may ſeem ſtrange to us at this time, that 
the apoſtle ſhould expreſs himſelf with fo 
much warmth and earneſtneſs concerning a 
ſubje&t ſeemingly ſo indifferent: but the 
newly.converted Jews being under the pre- 
judices of Education, were extremely te- 
nacious of the obſervances of the Law of 
Moſes ; and of this in particular, as their 
. poſterity alſo are (or pretend to be) at this 
day. _ 
mn This diſtinction then did not ſubGt 
on account of any natural uncleanneſs in 
ſome creatures more than in others. And 
but one more ſenſible reaſon can be aſſigned, 

why there ſhould have been any diſtinction 
at all. For if no creature of God is unclean 
of itſelf, in its natural capacity; it evidently 
follows, that when the Law of Moſes de- 
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clared many creatures to be unclean, no- 
thing but their moral capacity could be in- 
tended.” Hence it will be eaſy enough to 
underſtand, that although there could be 
no virtne nor morality in abſtaining from 
ſach creatures upon their own account, it 
might be very uſeful and edifying to do ſo, 
if a pious regard were had at the ſame time 
to what their natures and properties re- | 
ſembled : as, on the other hand, it muſt 
have been a very indifferent ceremony, if 
not childiſh and abſurd in the fight of the 
Divine Law-giver, to obſerve this law in 
the letter, without any ſenſe of its moral in- 
tention z” as children read over the Fables of 
fop, not to underſtand men and manners, 
but for the curioſity of hearing Sheep, Foxes, 
and Ravens argue like human creatures. 
In a word; if this Inſtitution was figurative, 
and carried with it a moral obligation, it 
will be found worthy of the divine wiſdom, 
and conſequently worth the conſideration of 
every .Naturaliſt, who hath ſenſe enough to 
underſtand, that indevotion is no neceſ- 
ſary part of his profeſſion as a Philo- 
ſopher. That it really was ſuch as I have 
bo now aner may be ay proved 
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from the viſion of St. Peter; which will ſerce 
as a key to open this whole. ſubject. 

IV. We read in the loth Chapter of thei Ace, 
that this Apoſtle went; up upon the houſe. 
* top to pray about the ſixth hour. And he 
«© became very hungry and would have eaten: 
but while they made ready, he fell into 
« a, trance, and, ſaw! heaven opened, and 
4 certain veſſel deſcending unto him, as it 
had been, a great ſheet, knit at the four 
*. corners, and let down to the Earth; where- 
« in, were: all manner of fourfooted beaſts 
« of the Earth, and wild beaſts, and oreep- 
40 ing things, and fowls. of the air. And 
1 there eame a voice to him faying, Rüſe, 
Peter, kill and eat. But Peter ſaid, Not 
« ſo, Lord ; for 1 have never eaten any. 
cc thing. that, is common or. unclean, | And 
« the voice ſpake unto; him again the. ſecond: 
« time,, What God bath. cleanſed, that, call 
* not- thou, common. This was done thrice, 
and the veſſel was. received up i g. 
oc heaven.” 3 

Immediately after this exhibitions; the. 

Apoſtle, by the direction of the Spirit, went 
to the houſe, of Cornelius, a devout Roman, 


whom. God had. choſen, for a; member. of the 


Chriſtian Church: of which Society that 


| viſionary 
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viſionary Sheet was a figure, comprehending 
people of all nations, gathered from thè four, 
winds or quarters of the earth, and encloſed, 
in white. linen, to ſignify the. Chriſtian. 
purity and, righteouſneſs. | 
hen he was entered into the houſe, of 
2 he obſerved. to the people who, 
were preſent, Ve know bow that it is an 
« unlawful; thing for a man that i is a Jew to. 
keep company, or come unto one of an- 
« other. nation: but God hath ſhewed: me, 
that I ſhould. not call any man common or 
% unclean.” Here we have an apoſtolical com- 
ment upon -the ſenſe of this viſion, . God: 
had ſhewed, him that he ſhould; eall 90 living 
creatures unclean; but by theſe, brutes of all 


And, without queſtion he applied the viſion. 
to what the wiſdom. of God intended to ex» 
preſs, by;i it. The caſe. was this: St. Peter, 
as a Jew, was bound to ahſtain from all 
thoſe animals, the eating of which was pro- 
hibited by the Law, of Moſes. But God | 
ſnewed him that he ſhould no longer account 
| theſe animals unclean. And what dath he 
underſtand by it? That he ſhould: no langer 
aecount the Heathens ſo: God,” ſays he, 
6 hath ſhewed me that I ſhould call zo man 
91 B 4 | % common _ 
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common or unclean: or, to ſpeak in other 
words borrowed from the Apoſtle, God: 
« hath ſhewed me that a Jew is now at liberty 


bo to keep company or come uttto one of another na- 


e tion; Which ſo long as the Moſaic diſtinction 
« betwixtclean and unclean beaſts was in force, 
sit was not lawful for him to do: eſpecially 
as Chriſt himſelf, in the beginning of his 
* miniſtfy, when the Jews were ſtill entitled 
« to the pre-eminence'given them by the law, 
4 had repeated the ſame rule to his Apoſtles— 
Go not into the way of the Gentil but 
« 59 rather to the loſt SHEEF of the houſe 


4 of Iſrael.“ * 


V. This Viſion egg founded upon — 
diſtinelen now before us; and the ſenſe of 


it being clear and ven- we may 


proceed to make ſome uſe of it. Thus then 
let us argue; that if the liberty of feeding 


upon unclean creatures was offered to St. 


Peter as a ſign of a communication now open- 
ed between the Jews and the Gentiles; it 
was the original intention of the con- 
trary prohibition, to teach the Hebrews, 
that they ſhould hold no Society with 
heathens and Aolätere.“ For a n, in 
8a 61 014 enn | "T3 IS 
We le xg, l fac n Lows it fan 
T6199 * | *. A ä one 
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one of theſe caſes could not infer a liberty in 
the other, unleſs it hath been a truth known 
and acknowledged by thoſe who underſtood 
the law, that a reſtraint in the one had al- 
ways implied a reſtraint in the other. To 
ſay that animals pronounced unclean by the 
Law might now be eaten, was the ſame as 
to declare in other words, that the heathens 
might now be ſafely converſed with and 
preached to: therefore, when it was enjoin- 
ed that theſe creatures ſhould not be eaten, 
it was the ſame in effect as if it had been 
declared in ſo many words, that the people 
of God ſhould avoid the converſation and 
manners of the heathens. Nothing can be 
plainer, than that the uncleanneſs aſcribed 
to brute creatures is not their own ; for 
they innocently follow their ſeveral in- 
ſtincts; the wolf when it devours the lamb, 
and the ſwine when it wallows in the mire. 
The inſtinct of the wolf is not cruelty but 
appetite. In man it would be otherwiſe, 
becauſe one man does not want the blood of 
another. The turpitude of the ſwine is not 
moral but natural: it is as blameleſs as the 
ſcent of a dunghill: yet in theſe things they 

hold up to us a picture of bad men, who 
when they imitate the properties of certain 


brutes, 
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brutes, dopant; from the dignity and purity. 
of that ſtate to Which God called his choſen, 
Therefore it was well obſerved by 


, demned in-brute animals, certainly it is, 
much more condemned in man, who is a 
i rational creature, “ 

VI. This ſubject can never ** adn. 


derſtood (at leaſt, in its outlines) if it be 


conſidered, that nothing which gaet / into 
a man can defile him; and that nothing; is 
unclean in the ſight of God but Sin, The 
powers of darkneſs are called unclean Spirits, 
and; unclean, Devils from their wickedneſs. 
So that if any thing is; prohibited as unclean, 
we muſt underſtand it to be ſo only in a 
—_—_ ſenſe, wih ome; reſpect or other to 

th. 
VII. As there; is Ws unelgag with 
God but Sin; ſo; is there nothing pure in 
his ſight but obedience, and holineſs 2, which 
obſervation, when applied to the other part 
of our ſubject, will; ſhew eus why ſome ani- 
ps approved of; and elected from the 


Toll 


Quando irrationale. animal elt 0 damnatur, 
8 rejicitur, mags il- de Cib. jadale. 40 
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reſt as proper to be eaten. For if unclean 
beaſts expreſſed the immoral character of the 
unbelieving Gentiles, the clean ones muſt 
have agreed to the character of the Iſraelites: 
as when it is known that darkneſs is an. 
image of the Devil, we need no other in- 
formation that Light, its oppolite, muſt be 
an emblem of God. 

VIII. Hicherto I have deduced the grounds 
and reaſons: of this diſtinction from ſuch; 
paſſages of ſcripture as do not literally in- 
terpret, but only imply an interpreta- 
tion of it; though in ſo direct a manner, 
that no doubt can remain, but with readers 
who are either very ignorant or very much 
prepoſſeſſed. However, it is aſſerted in the 
plaĩneſt terms in the book of Leviticus ĩtſelf, 
that the ineaning of this Law eis ſuch as 1 
have ſuppoſed it to be. The words art 
theſe I am the Lord your God which haue 
« ſeparated you from other. people : Ve ſhall 
© therefore put a difference between clean 
« beaſts and unclean, and between unclean 
<«/fowls and clean; and: ye 'ſhall not make 


„your ſouls abominable by beaſt or by. | 


* fowl, or by any manner of living thing 
that moveth upon the- ground, which U 


have ſeparated from qou as unclan. And 
rr, 8 35 | 1 ye 
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ye ſhall be holy unto me; for I the Lord am 
holy which have ſevered youfrom other peo- 
e þ/e, that ye ſhould be mine.” * The ſub- 
ſtance of which in fewer words is this: God 
tells them, they ſhould abſtain from the 
eating of theſe unclean beaſts, only to remind 
them of their own ſeparation from unclean 
Gentiles : while, on the other hand, they were 
to partake of the clean, becauſe they them- 
ſelves were to be holy unto the Lord. 

IX. It is time now to deſcend to the parti- 
culars of this Inſtitution, and | enquire, 
what animals are aſſigned to the two differ- 
ent claſſes above mentioned, and how their 
qualities, when morally underſtood, agree 
to the two different kinds of people they 
were intended to repreſent. A fewereatures 
ſelected from the inhabitants of the Earth, 
the Air, and the Waters, will be ſufficient. 
for our purpoſe, becauſe we may form a. 


1 | 


judgment. of all the reſt from ſuch a ſpeci- 


men. The propriety of a diſtinction be- 
tween them will appear upon the firſt hear- 
ing of their names: for, if we review the 
xith Chapter of | Leviticus, we find on the 
good and peaceable ſide, amongſt the clean 
creatures, Oxen, Sheep, Goats, and Lambs ; 


Le. XX. 24. 


- . 


all 
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all fiſhes with fins and ſcales ; all fowls, as 
Doves, Larks, and ſuch like, which are | 
 unexceptionable 1 in their manners, and lofty 3 


in their flight. 


On the other fide, there are dogs, ſwine, 
wolves, foxes, lions, tygers, moles, and ſer- 


pents; eels and water-ſnakes ; vultures, | 
kites, ravens, owls, and bats. 


All theſe, and many other creatures, ſo 
far as their inſtincts and properties are diſ- 


covered to us, agree ſo well with the differ- | ; 
ent ſorts of men, towhom the Scripture hath 


given them an alliance, that none but the 
infinitely-wiſe Creator, who framed them 
for moral as well as natural purpoſes, could 


have diſtinguiſhed and applied their ſeveral | 
natures with ſo much ſimplicity, brevity, 
and propriety. | ; 

X. lt is evident, upon a firſt inſpeQtion, 
that there is a wide difference between theſe 
two parties, with reſpect to their manners 
and ways of life: but we have here a more 
compendious method of diſtinguiſhing qua- 
drupeds by certain external characters, ex- 
preſſive of their internal natures and in- 
ſtincts: thoſe only being admitted into the 
Claſs of clean animals, which divide tlie 
Jof and chew the cud. In regard to theſe] 


external 
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external characters, it might be ſufficient 
for our preſent purpoſe to obſerve, that they 
are generally attended with a diſpoſition 
tractable, harmleſs, and profitable. But 1 
cannot help thinking, that the characters 
= themſelves are expreſſive of moral endow- 
ments: though unleſs they are interpreted 
with ſome degree of caution, it may be eaſy 
for us to fall into groundleſs e, 
and to miſtake ſubtilty for ſolidity. 
= Thus muchh is clear; that an animal with 
a4 oven hoof is more inoffenſive with its feet, 
chan the ſeveral tribes of wild beaſts, whoſe 
Paus are armed with ſharp claws, to ſeize 
upon their prey : or than the horſe, whoſe 
| feet are applied by inſtinct as offenfive 
Weapons: or top who although he is 
not armed with claws, like the bear or the 
ty tyget, hath feet endued with great ſwiftneſs 
cqghat he may purſue and deſtroy ſuch creatufes 
1% as are gentle and defenceleſs. | 
Then again, neither Ariſtotle nor Pliny 
[is ** be cited, to prove that quadrupeds 1 00 
a divided hoof tread ſurer than thoſe whoſe 
hoof is entire; there being a plain mechanical 
94 reaſon, why a foot, which / preſents ſeveral 
angles and edges, ſhould take faſter hold of 
| the ground, I have frequently: obſcrved, 
that 
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that ſuch creatures have a ſurprizing felicity 
in keeping upon their legs, either up or 
down or acroſs any dangerous declivity. 
The goat affords us the moſt extraordinaty 
inſtance of this ſort; particularly the wild 
mountain goat, whoſe agility in conveying 
himſelf with ſafety over the craggy eliffs and 
precipices of the Alps, hath been celebrated 
by learned travellers.“ 

It is alſo worthy of a remark, that this 
claſs of animals is not only ſurer footed, but 
more orderly and regular in their progreſs. 
Sheep have a natural Propenſity to follow 
one another's ſteps. It is their cuſtom to ap- 
proach the fold, or come forth from it again, 
in a train or file. They traverſe their 
paſtures in the like order; whence it is ob- 
ſervable, that the fields which they frequent 
are quartered out by a multitude of narrow 
tracks, which they ſeem to follow with 
A ſcrupulous exactneſs. This habit is Rl 
more remarkable in the Ox: it being tlie 


8 coer of oxen to tread in the very Mn 


* Schenchutr © in his 7/inera faculty of rele in the 
Alpina. Ainſworth ſuppoſes the cloven footed 8 
expreſſion i in Gal. ii. 14. which walked wot wprightly _ 
is certainly (metaphorical, was ing to he truth. 
ſpoken with an alluſion to this f 
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of their predeceſſors: ſo that when a drove 
of them have. paſſed through any deep and 
- narrow road, they leave the ſurface divided 
into a regular ſucceſſion of ridges and fur- 
rows, as if it were the work of att. If brute 
creatures could reaſon and diſpute as men 
do, this plodding practice of the Ox might 
poſſibly be ridiculed by the Aſs, as the 
orthodox Believer, who is content to tread 
in the ſteps of his forefathers, is ſcoffed at by 
the rambling Freethinker, who uſes it as 
the privilege of his nature, to deviate into by- 
ways, untrodden by thoſe who were much 
- wiſer than himſelf, 

Surefooting is an image not improperly | 
applied to elementary Truth in Science: 
whence it will not be unnatural to ſup- 
poſe, that this firſt Character of the clean 
Animals was intended to be expreſſive of 
rectitude and certainty of principle in moral 
agents. Error is various and changeable in 
its nature; but Truth, being one and the 
ſame in all ages, will always be productive . 
of ſobriety, regularity, and Uniformity, in 
thoſe who are content to follow it, G3 

Xl. The other character of a clean beaſt 
is that of chewing the cud; a faculty ſo ex- 
. preflive of that a& of the mind, by which 
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food of the mind, which, being laid up in the 
heart, ſhould be again revolved at all ſeaſons ; 
ſo that being properly applied to the inward 
man, it may contribute to a daily increaſe 
in grace and godlineſs. Such is the practice 
of that man whom the Pſalmiſt pronounces 
to be bleſſed : his delight is in the law of 
the LORD, and in his law doth he meditate 
day and night. His attention is followed 
by all the ſigns of ſpiritual growth. and 
ſtrength : he bringeth forth his fruit ; his leaf 
withers not, and his. work proſpers. All 
of which is ſignified to us in ſome other 
words of St. James whoſo looketh into 
_ «the perfect law of liberty and continueth 
e therein, he being not a forgetful learer, 
« but a deer of the work, this man ſhall be 
« bleſſed in his deed.” Every Iſraelite, who 
anſwered to theſe two characters of the clean 
Animals, was blameleſs in principle and 
practice, and was an Mraelite indeed. * 
XII. If we are right in general concerning 
the ſignification of theſe characters, the 
ſolution, will be farther confirmed by an ap- 
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plication of it to particular cafes, Two ani- 
mals. are deſcribed in the xith Chap. of Levi- 


Ficus, in each of which but one of theſe charac- 


ters i is found. The Camel chews the Cud 


without dividing the hoof; and the Swine 
diyides the hoof without chewing the Cud. 
With this oppoſition In their external marks, 
our plan requires. that there ſhould be as great 
an oppoſition in their manners. Accordingly, 
we find the Camel endued with gravity, pa- 
tience, tractability, modeſty, and a conſtitu- 
tion almoſt incredibly. temperate and abſte- 
mious: :, while the Hog is the moſt refractoty, 
impatient, noiſy, impudent, intemperate, 
and naſty, of all the animal Creation. 

If we deſcend to a more critical conſidera- 
tion, of their different natures, the moral Hea- 
then ſeems to haye been cenſured under the 
figure of the Camel, and the immoral Tr aelite 


under that of the Swine. Pride is apt to boaſt 


of. moral goodneſs, as ſufficient in itſelf, 
without the hearing of the word of God. 


The Camel hath ſhort Ears, which appear 5 | 
as if they had been cropped; and the enor- 
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mous ſize of the creature, with his lofty car- 
tiage, and thoſe vaſt bunches of fleſh which 
deform his body, expreſs the diſpoſition of 
bim who is \Pued 2 in his Hase mind; who I 
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in his own opinion hath attained to the firſt 
magnitude of wiſdom and perfeQion. But it 
is as impoſſible for ſuch, an one to enter into 
the kingdom of heaven, as for a Camel to £9 
through the Eye of a needle : he is as much 
too dig for the narrow way of Chriſtian hu- 
mility and ſelf- abaſement, as a Camel for 
the paſſage of a needle's Eye. 

The ſwine is an image of him who holds 
the truth in ee“ Of this error 
the Scribes and Phariſees of our 'Saviour's 


f time were the greateſt examples. For as the 


W ſwine, if we judge by the Print of his feet 
= and ſome other of his. properties, hath an 
alliance with the better ſort of cattle, and 
is of a mixt nature: ſo they were ſtrĩct in 
weir adherence to the doctrines of the Church, 
and valued themſelyes upon a punctual ob- 
ſervation of the ceremonial Law : but were 
inwardly full of extortion and exceſs ; devour- 

| ers f widows houſes ; an unclean inſatiahle 

| herd, before whom the . of the Golps! 

= were not be caſt, 

XIII. My ſubject leads me to obſerve j in 
wis place, that the animals which were clean 
W were allo ſacred; that is, ſet apart by the 
law for the purpoſe. of facrifice, The pro- 
| FAY of Which is e t. in whatſoever 
— 
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fenſe we underſtand the inſtitution of ſacti- 
fice. For if the worſhipper, who offered a 
Beaſt to God, meant by that act to devote 
himſelf, uſing the animal as his ſubſtitute 
or proxy; then certainly it was not fit that 
he ſhould repreſent himſelf by unclean 
creatures, whoſe inſtincts and manners 
would convey. an odious idea of his own per- 
ſon and character; and conſequently make 
his devotion ridiculous. 
In order to make a ſacrifice acceptable, 
it was requiſite that the qualifications of the 
offerer ſhould etreſpoud, with thoſe of the 
offering. The innocent manners of a clean 
victim were a* tacit reflection upon an un- 
clean offerer. When the worſhippers of the 
true God were corrupt in their principles or 
morals, their oblations were no longer either 
or acceptable: Which was ſignified to 

them in thoſe words of the Prophet H⸗ 
rat Billeth an ox it as if he flew @ man; he 
that Jaerificeth a lamb, as if he cut off a dog's 
neck: he that offereth an oblation, as if he . 
fred fwines blood. * The prophet adds the 
reaſon, why their devotion was thus cenſured 
le have choſen their own . 4nd, their 
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Heathens offered 


| ſhews us the folly 


22 A D: M tion concerning. 


| | foul delighteth. in their abominations ; 5 with | 


which, ſuch abominable ſacrifices As the 
to their impure. Deities, | 
would have correſponded better than thoſe 
appointed by the law of Moſes. And this 
of the heathens, in ſa. 
crificing ſwine, dogs, and even human 
creatures : *® which could happen, only 
through their ignorance concerning the 
origin of ſacrifice, and their imperfect no- 
tions of moral purity. The characters of 


| their Deities were ſtrongly 1 marked with un- 


cleanneſs, cruelty, and all kinds of im- 
morality: and as a falſe object of worſhip 
natural þ leads to falſe devotion, we are not 


ka %4i „ 


Inter que nonnunguam et ho- 
mo fit Haftia, latrocinic ſacerdotis, 
dum cruor etiam de jugulo cali- 
dus exceptus paterd, dum ad- 
bue fer vet, et quaſi fitienti idolo 
in faciem jatatu', crudelit er pro- 
* Tertull. de, Spect. 

cap. x. The like practice of 
offering human ſacrifices to 
the Manes of thoſe who were 
ſlain in battle, 1s alluded to 
in Virgil, who ſeems to have 


Captivoque regi perfundat e 
uine flammas. Eh. x. 517; 
Inſtead of ſpiritual, the a- 
dopted phyſical reaſons for ſome 
of their ſacrifices ; laying the 
hog in honour of Ceres, be- 
cauſe it roots up the grain. As 
if the Deity were mean enough 
to take delight in being fe- 
venged upon his own creatures, 
for exerciſing the inſtin&s he 
hath ' implanted, in them, and 
borrowed the ſentiment from ſeeking their food in the com · 
. . Iliad xxiii. 175. mon courſe of nature. 7 
—— Sulmone creatos rina putatur 
Dyatuer Ne j . totidem quos Hoftia Jus meruifh mori, quia fen 
edutal Ufens* - mina roftro 
Ps es rapit : Eruerit pando, ſpemque interce- 
merit 


0 8 0 
„ — . 


inferias ques 
is * ; 


anni. Ovid. 
to 
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to wonder that the cuſtom of ſacrificing, 
which they had received by tradition, de- 
generated in many reſpects into downright 


abſurdity. 
But there is another ſenſe in which the 


inſtitution of ſacrifice, is to be underſtood : 

for every ſacrifice had its prophetic uſe, 
and was prefigurative of the true ſacrifice of 
Teſus Chrift : with reſpect to whom it was 
neceſſary that every animal, preferred to this 
ſacred application, ſhould be recommended 
by every poſſible character of innocence, pu- 
rity, and perfection: therefore the ſacrifices 
were taken from the three tribes of Sheep, 
Goats, and Oxen; each of which were al- 


ways to be perfect in their kind. 
XIV. The Diet of the Hebrews being 


thus immediately connected with the moſt 
| ſolemn Acts of religious Adoration, the 
daily. courſe of their living carried with it an 
exhortation to purity of mind and body, 
and directed their faith to its greateſt object, 
the vicarious Sacrifice of the Meſſhah. _ 

- Unleſs the circumſtances of man under 
the penalties of Sin had required a propitia- 
tory ſacrifice, perhaps animal food had ne- 
ver come into uſe, the human teeth, as 
wen as the inteſtines, ſeeming. rather adapt- 4 

| C 4 « ed 


N88 WERE conrerumgę 
ed to # vegetable or fariniicebus! diet: ant 
if this is ho origin of animal food} thè Cn. 
fideration of it will reconcile every Chriſtian 
Believer to a practice, which hath * eared 
very thotking to natural reaſon. © MER of 
abſttactiom and refinement, whoſe 1602 Were 
remote from war anf rapine, and Uivbted to 
rational bhetcites, reſeßlet thernferves into 
an abhdrience bf animal food; pröntohgelng 
W jt to be ünnatufal and ROSE EA that poor 

| innocent Creatures ſhould be pot 6 Teath fot 
the ſupp Fort of human life; Which nf takt 
well Il be b portel by othet means, DA th 
a 1 Fac better 85 ect of health Ibd fongevity, 
Ifay mnocent creatures ; for Accord to tlie 
77 5 ion, of unentighten ed Keatfent, the 
lot Fah univerſally fallen upon the 117 


1399 


innocent. part of the creatiort ; z. 


LNG FUE Abllipitri lenllitur, icpũe 2 % 
n mil Yale nobis'! ie git hil- ee 
keudibur. Ter. Phorm. II. i. 16. 


ere 
The Pythagorcans are repreſented by. 692 


2 


| exclaiming in a very pathetic manner againſt 


— 1 2 | 4 4 tw 2 
1 Queſi n, 1 obleryntions* are 25 PIETY 
man is natorally 'carniveroxs, and _ examiming. See 
4 . learned] 7775 by Dr. Phil. Tranſ. No. 269. p. 76: 
li. * Da. thin © © AY: hs ang 
4 ö J e 


\ 


Dun tid iniclan Anil. 
he” cruelty of tiinktind, in behalf of Sheep 
by Oxen, 8 


Quid mertiſtic over, Matidaim pecus? Ge. S411 
Quid thierudtre boves, animal font fratide bebte. 
4 Rd n, nal m tolerars labbfes * 


| And again in his Faſti; 


 Apta jugs cervix non oft friend ſocuri, 
I vat, , et in durd ſepe laboret humd. 


Unleſs we were hardened by daily cuſtom; 
it would furely be impoſſible for any rational 
man to reflect einbent pity and indighation 
concerning the multitudes : of harmleſs 
labouring oxen; which are daily led out to 
the ſlaughter; or the thouſands of helpleſs 
bleating F firſt ſtripped of their clothing, 


and afterwards bled to death; to oy the 


wants of the human ſpecies. 
But they, who carried their hunkanity; to 
| this unreaſonable height, were ignorant of 
tlie beſt and trueſt | Philoſophy, and vitiated 
in their underſtandings, by that old Egyptian 
Conceit of the Merempjychofis + for thus it 
ought in reaſon to be. The moral neceſſities 
of man can be ſupplied only by the Death 
and Benefits of a propitatory Sacrifice, the 
common 
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26 : A. Diſquifition concerning 
common. ſubſtitute of all mankind: whence 
the Providence of God hath mercifully or- 


dained, as well by the preſent condition of 
the natural Creation itſelf, as by the appoint- 


ment of Revelation, that his "bodily life 


ſhould be ſuſtained in a like manner: thereby 
to remind us every day (though few are wiſe 
enough to accept and apply the admonition) 
tkat the life of man is in a ſtate of forfeiture; 
and that there can be neither the preſervation 
of life, nor the remiſſion of Sin, without 


the edding of innocent Hood. Thus doth 


the whole world conſpire in offering up a 


daily ſacrifice, and atteſting the truth of the 
Chriitian doctrine, with the ſame inſenſibi- 


| lity that Cazaphas uttered a ſimilar prophecy 


in its favour I it neceſſary that” one man 


Should die, that the whole people periſh not. 


XV. Fiſh and Fowls are diſtinguiſhed 
upon the ſame moral principles of good and 
evil as the quadrupedes; though not with 
the ſame phyſical marks of diſtinction. Con- 
cerning the Fiſh, this rule was given in 
the Law—whatſeever hath fins and ſcales in 
the waters, in the Seas, and in the Rivers, 


them ſhall ye eat. The progreſſive motion of 


fiſh-is owing to the tail: for ſo may a boat 


be driven forward by the agitation of a ſingle 
£20: park - oar 
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oar from the ſtern. - The fins ſerve to keep 
the fiſh upright, and ſupport it while it is 
ſtationary in any part of the water. The 
centre of gravity being above the middle 
region of the body, (the reverſe, of which is 
the caſe with birds) a fiſh floats unnaturally 
with its back downwards, when the fins are 
taken off, * Their ſcales, which are very hard, 
bright, and radiated, compoſe a ſort of 
armour, which ſerves for their defence, and 


adds at the ſame time an appearance of Age 
and purity. 


The fiſh thus diſtinguiſhed differ 2s much 
in their way of life from the ſmooth and 


flimy inhabitants of the waters, as in their 


colour and lineaments : for ſach fiſh are 


generally diſpoſed to raiſe themſelves from 
the bottom, and ſwim about with agility in 


the ſuperior regions of the water; while the 
Eel buries itſelf in the mire, and all the 
cruſtaceous tribes lie ſerabbling upon the 


ground. As for the teſtaceous, an eminent 


Naturaliſt + hath formed a new Syſtem, 
wherein they are diſtinguiſhed from al other 
fiſh under the denomination of Vorm: 


which, though att bold, is not al- | 
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28 A Difquifition concerning 
gether dfttatüral, as theit Gbifes ate in- 
#rcehte; and without the cbmmon organs 
6f fenſe. e en 
Tie motaf of all this is as plald as before: 
che whole being a figurative motion, that 
4 $6+474 dd roving way of life Gas to be 
Shofreck by the Setvants of God ; whoſe 
winds being tnder the diredtion of divine 
truth and Wiſdom, their affections were 
10 be rife” fröttt vice to virtue, from pot- 
fon to parry, from things tem Pere fo 
things eteragl-. Go 
"FARE WE” Fowls, hal worm ace 
counted clean, which are gentle in their nas 
tüte, lofty in their flight, and muſical in 


their voices; which faſt, 1 think,- is not the 


en linsen irn z F (+nkst Saw 1 
aalifcation of any one bird of prey. The 
I Y}I1098 [33 i888 ernennen en- 

birds being diſtinguilhed, not by an approba- 

tien of the 260d and innocent, but by aa 
exceptioh of the bad, the obſeryations 1 
have, io inike, en this part of, the animal 
Creation mult be reſerved till e come to 


Lie En L | : 
cophder the other: part of the ſuhject. 


admiſſion . of the locuſt, and ſome other 
inſects, into the Society of clean animals: 


yet the Septuagint ſeem to have apprehended 


| : we. ; 
1215942 ; 


ſuch 
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ſuch a thing, by their putting the word ge- 
uvm for what we tranſlate a beets; and 
Hum alſo ſpeaks of it as the property of 
ſame locuſts to deſtroy ſerpents.  Howeygr, 
I cannot but think it ſtrange, that there 
ſhould have been ſo much ungeceſſany criti- 
giſm (and. ſame af it even xidiculqus) amęngſt 
Divines, concerning the food pf John the 
Baptiſt, ; When the locuſt is ſo particularly 
ſpecified as a Kind of food allowed to thole 
who were under the Law: and chere is not 


the leaſt reaſon to ſuſpect that the word is im- 


praperly rendered by the Greek Trxagſlators. 
Diadorus Siculus ſpeaks of a;peaple who were 
called. mngdegaye from their feeding upon 
locuſts ; and Þlany tells us of certain ehio- 
pianc, Who lived only upon locuſts, fdgied 
and :ſalted; ſo that they were reſetued for 


year. * And in his Chapter of Locuſts, 
he adds, that the Partſians accounted them 
fdelicate meat. r Another ancient Writer, 
who compoſed a treatiſe on the Red Sea, 


impeaking of the Acridapliagi. or laquſtregters 


„e eee Athinum + Parthis et, he is c. 


locuftis tantum wivit, fumo & grate, Lib. ii. 3 
Jaledaratis in.amma -f (sds. 
a Lib, vi. 30. 
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of body was thin and meagre. I 
Whence we have an unexceptionable 

reaſon, why this diet was preferred by the 

Baptiſt, as being moſt agreeable to that ab- 


ſtracted and auſtere condition of life, which 


he had taken upon him in the wilderneſs. 
Haſſelquift, a Swediſh diſciple of Linneus, 
who travelled about twenty years ago into 
Egypt and Paleſtine, ſolely with a view to 
natural Hiſtory, puts this matter out of 
doubt. Speaking of the locuſts of John the 


Baptiſt— They (ſays he) who deny inſects 
«© to have been the food of this holy man, 
urge, that this inſe& is an unnatural ſort 
ce of food—but roaſted locuſts are at this 


« time eaten by the Arabians—T was once 
« ſpeaking to a judicious Greek Prieſt about 
te this affair—he anſwered, their Ehurch had 
<< never taken this food to be any other 
« than what is expreſſed in the Teſtament, 


nor did he know any thing to contradict 
cc it.“ 


XVIII. We are now to review . other | 
claſh of animals, from all which the He- 


brews were commanded to abſtain : : and 


under this prohibition, as hath been already 


_ * Haſſelquift's Voy. and Trav. in the Levant, p. 230. 41g. 
obſerved 
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* obſerved, they were admoniſhed, in a figu- 
rative way, to avoid the company and the 
manners of the idolatrons Gentiles 

Accordingly we find amongſt theſe creatutes 
all the ill qualities of ignorance, uncleanneſs, 
*ſubti lty, rapine, violence, and cruelty ; ; 
which were almoſt ' as general amongſt 
' heathens, as amongſt wolves, dogs, leopards 
and other beaſts of prey; who live by the 
death of their fellow-animals, and whoſe 
Her, inſtead of being harmleſs, as thoſe of 
the Sheep or Ox, are by nature ſwift to ſhed 
blood.” One of the earlieſt heathen Charactets 

we find in the Scripture was Nimrod, the 
beginning of whoſe kingdom was Babel; 
and Babel, being called the mother of Harlots 
t and abominations, was therefore the primĩ- 
tive Seat of Idolatry; whence the name is 
myſtically * applied to all the ſubſequent 
- idolatry of the World. From theſe con- 
ſiderations, I think, it is clear enough that 
Nimrod, however truly he might be the 
founder of a new State and a new Policy, 
- was at the ſame time the father of a new re- 
ligion. And indeed, diverſity of govern- 
| * and Ne of religion, have in all 
hogs 9 

. Rey, xvil. Ge | 5120 
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A Diftuiftion concerning 
been reciprocally productiye f one 
7 5 * h + of this man and 105 | 
fellows, 99 a falſe one, YO: brin WY . 
it a ſpirit o perſecution toward, 
ho {till adhered. to the true Wl. . 
is called a mighty hunter befare the, Lord; 
an expreſſion worth attending to, F pe 
tho' men of warlike diſpoſitions hays ge F 
made it their practice to live rather by F 
chafing of men and beaſts, than by. . more 
innocent and ſalutary labours of tillage ; yet 
the hunting here ſpoken, of muſt he ſuppoſed 
to 8 an act of irreligion, and imply that 
he was alſo a perſecuting a Senke to the 
religion of the true God.“ His name is 
taken from a word which ſignifies a Jeopgrd, 
the chief hunter of the defart, the moſt 
high-ſpirited, ferocious, and hlood-thirſty of 
all pild beaſts. | 


There being ſuch A an affinity 1 \ 
tween a wild beaſt and the founder of an 
idolatrous kingdom, all the four heathen 
Empires are ſo repreſented ; in a Viſion of the 
Prophet Daniel; in which the Babylonian 
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And blood began its end The Wan dale and 


5 loudeſt Cry | farther ſpace . 
1 For N worſhip of the ag the mighty bunter of 
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being the firſt and moſt noble is ſignified by 
the Lion, and the Grecian by the Leopard: 
whenee it is well obſerved as a rule by the 
learned Biſhop Newton, in his Differtations 
on the Prophecies, that “a beaſt” (mean- 
ing a wild beaſt) © in the prophetic ſtyle, 
is a tytannical idolattous empire.” * The 
ſkin of the Leopard is expreſſive of its 
evil diſpoſition. The coat of a Lamb or 
Sheep, which is generally pure and white, 
correſponds with the meekneſs and in- 
nocence of its temper; and a foul purged of 
its Sin is compared to the whiteneſs of woo! ; 
on which account Chriſt, who was without 
in, was ſignified in the Paſſover by a Lamb 
wit out ſpot : but the ſkin' of this furious 
animal is all over ſpotted with ſtains like 
thoſe of iniquity": whence it is aſked, with 
an alluſion to the incorrigible ſtate of a ſinner, 


. 
; 
= 
”. 
" 
\ 
: 
zu 
= 
1 
. 
5 
by 
- 
- 
* 
- 
© 
"4 
,” 
© ; 
g 7 


' 

= 

1 

( 

i 
ra 

- 

1 
J 
Ty. 
of 


OS 
* ere 
n 


_ * — a — = © — < A —ẽ — f 7§⏑—ßL‚,—.,— ¹ —ôô = - 


” Yn 
1 he? M* 


n+ EY DE 


0 Can the leopard change his pots? | 
But the ferocity of wild beaſts doth cer- 
tainly correſpond to that ſpirit of hatred, 


whereby the zealots for Idolatry were al ways 
ſtirred up to acts of violence againſt the 
ſervants of the true God, and the preachers 
of righteouſneſs. The Hebrews experienced 
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at Epheſus; with the noiſy and ſenſeleſs 


the malignity of this zeal in Egypt, Babylon, 
and among the neighbouring nations of 
Idolaters. But it broke out with greater 
fury than ever, when. the empire of Satan 
was ſhaken from its foundations, and the 
deformity of Polytheiſm was expoſed to the 
world by the light that was held up by the 
inſpired Apoſtles. By the permiſſion of 


| God, it was then given to the beaſt * to 


% make war with the ſaints and to overcome 
them. Then did St. Paul fight with beafts 


votaries of the Ephe/ian Diana, who con- 
tended for their lying ſuperſtition with all 
the violence and fury of wild beaſts: and 
indeed all, who, undertook to publiſh the 
truth, had the barbarity of irrational un- 
believers to encounter; ſuch as are called; by 
Ignatius Ingia ada, beaſts; in the ſhape 
of men. For however ſome of the heathens 
might be refined by a knowledge of the be/les 
lettres, and the practice of the polite arts; 
they were altogether ſavage in their zeal 
againſt the preachers and profeſſors of the 
Chriſtian Faith. Ten dreadful perſecutions 


under the Roman Emperors were ſcarcely 


- Rey, xiii. 3--»7« 
ſufficient 
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ſufficient tb ſatisfy this ' Heathen thirſt ef 


| blood. It was as natural fot them to torture 


a Chtiſtian, as for a Lion to tear a latnib in 
pieces.” The Eror of theit principles eon. 
5 them in theſe practites: for, 
the cruelty of erſecution was executed 
Mag iſtrates 47 Soldiers, it was dictated a 
Cotte" by Philoſophers ; who ſeldom 
failed to caſt oil into the flames of Perſeeu- 
tion, To ſee themſelves out-argued; out- 
lived, and exploded, by a ſe& ſprung from 
thoſe Jews; whoſe teligion and manners 
they had ever affected to treat with conſum- 
mate diſdain: this was a provocation never 
to be endured by men of unmortified Spirits, 
who had placed all their pride and pleaſure 
ina 1 5 ſhew of in Reaſon and 
Elog gence. 


1 £44 as nes compare rhefs/difererit 


animals with reſpect to their ſeveral ways of 
life: for theſe, in the clean and unclean, 
are as oppoſite as their diſpoſitions. Sheep, 
' 6xen, goats, deer, &c. are formed into 
focieties; they herd peaccably together, 


and are ſubject to the laws of government; 


as well for their own advantage, as for the 
ſervice of man: for the ſlieep eſcapes the 
g mercileſs wolf by 1 2 ſubjection to 
2 e the 
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36 Dijſguiſition concerning 
the ſhep herd. But beaſts of prey go about 


by — Fray in foreſts and deſarts, incapa- 


ble of entering into any friendly communion. 
They are ſo many ſingle tyrants, genuine 
e e who acknowledge no ſuperior, 
but fight their way through the world, and 
live in a ſtate of hoſtility with the whole 


creation. If they ever unite into gangs it is 
with the ſpirit of thieves and murderers, who 


are. banded together only that they may 
plunder innocent people with greater ſe- 
curity. And, like other thieves, they are all 
fond of darkneſs. When the Sun goes 
down, the Lion ſtalks forth from his den: 2 
at which time the ſheep, under the direction 
of the ſhepherd, are retiring to their fold. 
And when the cattle are climbing up the 
mountains to their paſture, to meet the riſ- 
ing of the ſun, the tyrants of the night are 
enen back to their hiding- places. 
XX. All thoſe were unclean among the 
ce of the waters, which were — A 
This exception does not 
only exclude ſhell- fiſh, and the monſters of 


the deep, but particularly thoſe of the cel 


or ſnake kind, which lie grovelling at the 


bottom, and diſcover the ſame impure in- 
clination with the ſwine. - 


hel fiſh are 
1 Wn | - diſturbed 
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diſturbed by thunder and ſtorms, and wit 
about when the waters are thick and tur- 
bulent : but as ſoon as the elements are at, 
reſt again, they preſently ſlide down to 
their native mud. Thus the mind, when 
polluted with impiety and unbelief, cannot 


be raiſed to the contemplation of truth, un- 


leſs it is alarmed by the expectation of di- 


vine judgment; on which occaſion the 
greateſt reprobates are moſt violently moved, 
hurrying themſelves as faſt as they can into 
a ſtate of repentance. But the effect abides 


no longer than the cauſe ; and ſo their ter- 


rors and their penitence vaniſh together. 
When there was thunder and hail in the 
land of Egypt, and fire ran along upon 


the ground, even Pharaoh could recollect 
himſelf, and ſay I have ſinned this time; 
the Lord ts righteous, and I and my people are 
wicked—But when he ſaw that the rain, and 
the hail, and the thunders were ceaſed, he finned 


yet more and hardened his heart, he and his 
ſervants. Such is the iſſue of that involun- 


tary repentance, which has no principle to 
fupport it. The body, which riſes of itſelf 
toward the ſurface of the ſtream, may con- 


tinue aloft : but that which is raiſed only 
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220 violence, will fink the Fewer for ts 
al 


XXI. The prohibited Fowls are Eagles, 
Yultures, Hawks, Cormorants, Ravens, and 
ſuch like, which perſecute and deyour thoſe 
of a more gentle nature ; or feed uncleanly 
upon filth and dead carcaſes : whoſe. young. 
ongs alſo ſuck up blood, and where the flain are, 
there are they. Such were the heathens, 
whom St Paul hath deſcribed to. us as cruel 
and unmerciful, full of envy, murder, and debate, 
given up. to the vileſt paſſions, and all the 
uncleanneſs of deed works. For the nature 
of man, unxefined by an infuſed ſenſe. of 
the. true, God, and the true Religion, is. ng 
more offended with evil than, a crow. with, 
CATION 3 but can, feed upon i and delight, 
in it, Yea and Reaſon elk ( che deprava- 
TY of Reaſon deſerves _ 


the greater good: and ſuch, 
eaſon can never be expected to approye of 
the Chriſtian Purity. The Apoſtle hath, | 


likewiſe obſerved, that the . es were 
ithout natural affettion., Fathers have mur- 


oy their children; the neareſt relations - 
MN ws, deareſt friends, "ih aged 
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another, on the ground of ſome enthuſiaſtic 
notions of honour and liberty. Beſides the 
ſuperſtitious practice of offering their ſons 


and their daughters to Molch and other dia- 


| bolical deities, ſome of them had a cuftom 
of expoſing ſuch new-born infants as they 
did not approve of, or thought they ſhould 
not be able to ſupport, to. periſh in the 
woods with hunger, or be devoured by vill 
beaſts : and the ſame practice is now tolerate 

amongſt the Idolaters of China.“ This is 
like il Oftrich ; a fooliſh bird, which has 
wings without being able to raiſe itſelf from 
the Earth, and is void of that gopyy, that in- 
ſtinctive tenderneſs, which other creatures 


feel for their offsprin g. -ich leaveth her eggs 


in the earth, and warmeth them in the duff, 
and forgetteth that the foot may cruſh them, 
or that the wild beaſt may break them. She is 
hardened againſt her young ones as though. they 
were not hers: her labour is in vain without 
fear ; becauſe God hath deprived her of wiſ- 
dom, neither hath he imparted to ber OA 
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49. A - Diſquifition concerning 
XXII. That infidelity and 3 ignorance, into 
which the heathens had been betrayed by 
| a vain aſpiring after wiſdom, was the prin- 
cipal ſource of all the foregoing enormities. 
They did not like to retain God 
their knowledge—but became vain in their 
imaginations, and their fooliſh heart was 
darkened, In this reſpe& they were allied 
to the tribe of Owls and hes and other 
birds of night, all of which the law pro- 
nounced tq be unclean. In the owl we have a 
grand, i image of the Sceptic, who loves dark- 
neſs rather than light, and is more proud of 
his artificial ignorance than any man ought 
to be of the moſt uſeful knowledge: who 
could neyer find truth, becauſe he never 
loved it ; as the owl is offended with that 
glory which the Sun diffuſes over the na- 
tural Creation. As the day has no charms 
for the « owl, Revelation hath nothing wiſe 
or wonderful with the unbelieving Philoſo- 
ſopher; who brings with him to the word 
of God all that prejudice with which the 
owl flies out into the Sun-ſhine. Yet he has 
his admirers; as the hooting of one owl is. 
| muſic. in the ears of another. This emble- 
re bird, when expoſed to the Sun 
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againſt his will, lets down before his fight 
an inner eyelid or membrane, which in the 
owl is very conſpicuous ; as the infidel puts 
a veil over his heart to intercept and weaken 
the rays of truth. Some birds reſpect the 
light to a degree of Adoration. The cock 
proclaims the approach of it every morning ; 
on which account his voice was the moſt 
proper to remind St. Peter of that true light 
from which he had apoſtatized. But the 
ow] has a natural averſion to the Light: and 
if he breaks through his ordinary rules ſo far 
as to make his appearance in the day-time, 
he is purſued and reprimanded by other birds 
as a monſter who is a diſgrace to their kind; 

at leaſt as one who has no buſineſs with the 
Sun. When Sceptics meddle with the Scrip- 
ture, they are juſt as much out of their 
element: and to follow their objections, 
with the hope of recovering them to a con- 
feſſion of the Truth, is like arguing the 
caſe ſeriouſly with an owl, with the hope 
of perſuading him to admire the day-light. 
But here it may be proper to obſerve, that 
our zeal on ſuch occaſions ought never to 
exceed the bounds of mercy and decency. 
The birds which expreſs their indignation 
WI. the owl never Kill him, being of 
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thoſe kinds which are unarmed and inoffen- 
five in their nature. So is it not required 
that we ſhould pelt and ſtone an infidel to 
death for the wickedneſs of his folly ; but 
ſhould all agree in giving public notice of 
him, and ſhewing the world what he is. * 
For internal realities, do not always agree 
with external appearances. The outward 
form of the owl ſeems to promiſe a great de- 
gree of gravity and wiſdom, while its ptin- 
ciples and manners are oppoſite to the com- 
mon ſenſe of other birds, and its office in 
the creation reduces it to the rank of a com- 
mon . mouſe-trap. So the Philoſophers it 
repreſented made a pompous diſplay of 
Reaſon and Learning, all of which, ſo far 
as they applied it to Divinity, was no better 
than ſolemn ignorance and folly : profeſ 
themſelves to be wiſe they became fools ; 204 
by an unaccountable fatality choſe this very 
bird as the Emblem of their wiſdom; which 
was accordingly held in n veneration at 


*A little piece” is juſt now are compared and Adicelhd 
ht to my hands entitled — ſome touches of original 
Veliaire in the Shades, or Dia- humour, by, an Author who 
Igel or thi Diiftical Contho- Has* taken ſome pains" in-peR- 
were Here the wild opinions ſuing their abſurdities and con- 
of Voltaire, Reuſſcau, and ſome tradictions: and appears to be 
other ſuperior wits,. who make as well ac vainted with an- 
iure in modern Fyrrboniſin, cient as rn Infidelity. 


Athens, 


6, 


dul js ſo far from being agreeable to the Ear. 
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Athens, the principal ſcat of heathen Learn» 
ing, as the Symbol of Minerva, the tutelar 
Goddeſs of that City. The voice of the 
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that Superſtition hath regarded it as an omen 
of death or fome other diſmal calamity : ® 
and ſurely it is no improper counterpart to 
thoſe howlings and lamentations for the 
dead, which were uttered by heathens who 
had no hope of a reſurrection. 
XXIII. Fowls that creep, going upon all 
four, were to be held in abomination. Such 
is the Bat : and though this prohibition 
may ſeem ſuperfluous, at leaſt in the Letter 
of it, the Bat being an odious creature ; yet 
we are aſſured, they are eaten by the people 
of Java, + and likewiſe in the Iſland of 
St. Ton f. A modern ſyſtematical Natu- 
raliſt deſcribes the bat to us, by obſerving 
that it has ſix fore- teeth in the upper jaw, 
and ſix in the lower, with two dog- teeth on 
aach ſide, and that its fore feet are expanded 
into ange. Tun may be accurate, but it 
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is exceedingly frigid, and leaves us in ig- 
norance of the bat's diſtinguiſhing proper- 
ties; which were thus repreſented by Scali- 
ger - Miræ ſane conformationis eſt animal; bipes, 
guadrupes, ambulans non pedibus, volans non pen- 
nis; videns fone luce, in luce cecus ; extra lucem 
luce utitur, in luce luce caret; avis cum den · 
tibus, Ane roſtro, cum manmis, cum latte, pullos 
etiam inter volandum gerens. . It has feet or 
claws growing out of its pinions, and con- 
tradicts the general order of nature by creep- 
ing with the inſtruments of its flight. While 


the Lark mounts on triumphant wings, 


ſoaring up into the ſky with a Song of praiſe 
to its Creator, this little. black monſter lies 
ſleeping. in holes and cracks of decayed 
buildings; and if diſturbed by any accident, 
drops down and crawls upon the earth. 


When darkneſs prevails, it comes forth from 


its hiding- place to haunt church-yards and 
deſolate places; as if it avoided the ſociety 
of all chearful birds, and took a delight in 
abiding with owls and, beetles near the re- 
gions of the dead. The heathens, in like 
manner, had no reliſh for the converſation 
of thoſe who were in a more enlightened 
ſtate than themſelves, but fluttered about- 
under the darkneſs of Idolatry, and were 


agitated 


Clean and unclean Animals. 


agitated by low and ſordid affections : theic 
| beſt talents. and faculties, like the wings 
of the bat, were employed in the cauſe 
of falſehood, or dedicated to ſubjects below 
the conſideration of immortal, beings : ; 
and having loſt. the certain proſpect of a 2 
ter ſtate to come, they were plagued with 
an! imagination full of death and deſpair. 

XXIV. To the foregoing ſome obſerva- 
tions might be added concerning the blindneſs 
of the Mole; the petulance and immodeſty 
of the Dog ; + the ſubtilty of the Fox ; the 
poiſonous teeth, and double tongue of the 
Serpent: but there would be no end of 
deſcanting on the particulars of ſo wide 
a ſubje&. 1. ſhall therefore only remark, 
that as the clean animals were Hieragly- 


© + When I lament the miſ- 
| 2 of human abilities, 
admirable Henry Purcel 
occurs among other examples. 


Any proper judge of harmony, 
who 9 Fs Te Deum, 


and O give thanks, with that 
inimitable piece of counter- 


point in the burial Service, 


will meet with ſtrains, in which 


there is ſuch excellence and 


ſublimity as we ſhould expect 
from the ſkill; and devotion 


of an ,angel. Yet .the man, 


bo had this power of lead- 
ing the Soul, as it were, out 


of the body, and ling it up 
to heaven, dedicated the great- 
er part of his labour, and ſome 
of the beſt ſtrokes of his muſic, 
to ſweeten the ravings of Sot- 


tiſnneſs and Impiety. 


+ Diogenes the Philoſopher 


of Athens affected to 


wild beaſt, and went by t 
name of the Cynic or dogged. His 
character is well ſatyrized by 
Lucian, who ſays in the per- 
ſon of Dienen Ire, Nen - 
vc, Ks 7 Senere, 2 


Ens, ) Baomevos * 
Vitarga 3 57. 
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46 ug Yo conterning 
phics adapted to ſs the character 2 

ſufferings of the Mef jah; (6 hath the rh . 
ture applied the whole crew of deln 
creatures to Satan and the hoſt of evil Spirits. 
And the propriety of the application is 


evident: for if Owls and Bats, as enemies 
to the Light, | exhibit the diſpoſition of thoſe 


'"who'/at in darkneſs, they cannot be improper 
to denote the prince of ur ng. If heathens, 
like beaſts of prey, were rapacious and blood- 
thirſty, eſpecially againſt the people of the true 
God; the Devil was 2 murderer from the be. 
ginning, a roaring lion that" goeth about ſcekł. 
ing whom he may devour. Unclean birds and 
evil ſpirits are taken in the ſame ſenſe in this 
paſſ age—Babylon is fallen, and is become the 
habitation of Devils, and the hold of every foul 


Spirit, a cage of every unclean and hateful bird. 
Which expreſſion refers us back to the Pro- 
phecies of 1/atah againſt Babylon, wherein 
the hateful kinds of birds are -particularly 
named: * and this alluſion to the r 
teaches us how they are to be underſtood. 


XXV. It has now been demonſtrated 
end the Scripture and the Reaſon of the 
thing itſelf, that there was'a moral deſign in 
this diſtinQion of animals. into en and 


ig e Ifs xxxiv, 11, &c. xiv, 23. 
; unclean ; 


% 
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 4anclean 3 under which the Jews were in- 


racted, as by an apologue or parable, that | 


Shi was the will of God, even their Santyf- 
catwn's that every one of them ſhould know: how 
ta paſſeſs his Ve gel in ſanciiſication and honour, 
not in the lit of concupiſcence, AS THE GEN. 
TILES WHICH KNOW NOT GOD. 


For thus, in ſenſe and reality, is the Lau of 


the Beaſts, and of the Foul, and of | avary 
living creature that' moveth in the wateri,"and 
of every eneature that creepeth upon the Earth; 
to male a difference between the unclean | au 
the claau, and bet een the: beaſt that may be 
eaten and tile beaſt that may not be eaten. 
In the aſſembly of clean animals, we ſer 
what the members of the Church of Mae 
were, or -ought to have been, when they 
were ſeparated from Idolaters, and encloſeil 
within that fold, of which God himſelf was 
the Shepherd ; feeding them in a green paſ- 
ture, and leading them forth beſide the 
waters of comfort. 


tually were, whether Philoſophers or Idiotics, 
| zee 1 the fields e 


„ 1609-034 


het 5 « See 4 .- | + Lev. xi, 16. 


of 


In the Crew of the un- 
clean and abominable, we ſee: what the Pro- 
feſſors and: Practitioners, of Heatheniſm ac- 
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48 — A Diſqtifition concerning 
of the world, without any bond of peace or 
uniformity; and with the Devil as their 
Sovereign, the Prince and pattern of Dar. 
neſs, Cruelty, and Uncleanneſs, who is 
curſed above every beaſt of the field. And 1 
think, no other obſervations need be added 
to ſhew, that the two oppoſite parties of 
Animals anſwer in all W to _ moral 
diſtribution. | 
XXVII. This being the e it ny be 
uſeful to aſk ourſelves how it comes to paſs, 
that there was and is a difference among 
mankind, equivalent to what is here ex- 
hibited to us among brute animals? The 
Heathens, notwithſtanding all the remon- 
ſtrances of natural light, were actually en- 
ſlaved to the worſhip of Deities more like 
Devils than Divinities. Their reaſonings on 
ſubjects of the utmoſt importance to man- 
kind were weak, perplexed, and contradic- 
tory: and their beſt morality we infected 

5 vices not fit to be named. In their 
political economy a mock- equality was kept 
E under the ſpecious name of Liberty; 
which in fact was either a conjunct tytanny 
exerciſed by a few; or the ſtate was agitated 
with popular authority, like a veſſel toſſed 
N the waves of the Sea: 80 that the 
alternative 
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alternative was, foreign war or domeſtic 


were inflated with an enthuſiaſtic opinion, 
that they were appointed the arbiters of all 


true Patriot; but, for the moſt part, theſe 


firebrand, to inflame human affairs, and 


were under the teaching of the true God, 
were more ſublime in their ſentiments, 
clearer in their doctrines, purer in their lives, 


more obedient and peaceable members of $0; 1 
eiety, and mare patient under all the trials | 
of adyerſity; knowing that there can be no 4 
compafiſon between the ſufferings of time | 
and che rewards of eternity. Among Jews 
and Chriſtians, examples were frequent of A 
men ready to bear contempt and oppreſſion, 
torture and death, Withoit complaining. _ ll 
How ſuperior and how amiable are the con- I 
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tumult. And they, who were moſt jealous of 
their on mutual rights and liberties at home, 


5 
| 
! 

2 
: 


nations, born to enſlave other men, and en- 
rich themſelves with the ſpoils of the whole 
world. 86 7 Four. ns 

_ Patriotiſm and Tyranny look oppoſite. 
ways, and there may be ſuch a thing as a 
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XXVII. On the other hand, they, Who 
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ſtancy and reſignation which appear ih thoſe 
words of the great Apoſtle or thy ſake doe 
are killed all the day long; ve are accounted as 
Sheep for the Slaughter — In all theſe things we 
are more than conquerors through him that 
loved us. * But amongſt the greateſt of the 
Heathens there were all the Symptoms of 
rage and impatience. We hear a Plutarch 
curſing Providence for the loſs of his Son : 
and fee a Cato tearing out his own bowels, 
like a dæmoniac, becauſe he was too proud 
to ſubmit to the ordination of heaven. Lu- 
can had no more wit than to weigh him in 
the ballance againſt his Gods, with a ſhrewd 
ſuſpicion that the latter were rather nt 


in their judgment; 5 
 Vidrix cauſa Diis placuit, fed vita Catoni., 


Where the truth of Religion decays, and 
heathen Philofophy fapervenes, a ſurly op- 
fition to Providence, and a ſpirit of ſelf- 
murder, 'will never fail to follow upon the 
Heels of it. For the difference between be- 
lievers and infidels is not a difference of 
nature, but of principle. As God hath 
made o one blood all the generations of men, 


* Rom. . 36 
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their natural wants, weakneſſes, and paſſions 


are the ſame: yet a different courſe of In- 
ſtitution ſhall make them differ from one 
another, as the Sheep differs from the Wolf; 
or the Dove from the Vulture: There be- 
ing the ſame relation between principle and 
practice, as between the ſeed and the fruit; 
it is not poſſible. to reap what never was 
ſown. Diogenes might have attained the 
ſubſtance of virtue inſtead of its ſhadow, had 
he been better inſtructed : and Cato, with 
the principles of a Chtiſtian, might have en- 
dured to ſee ahother man more powerful than 
himſelf, without periſhing at the fight, I 
ſay, he might ; but it doth not follow, that 
they who ire admitted to the knowledge of 
Revelation will neceſſarily apply that lows 
ledge to the beſt advantage. Truth in the 


minds of men may be planted and watered; 
as fruits in the earth; yet the benediction of 


the heaven above is cequiret to perfect them. 


But then, as the Sciente of Nature is not to 


be collected from the miſcarriages of Nature ; 


ſo an eſtabliſhed rule is not to be overthrown 


by errors and exceptions. Therefore it is 
generally to be aſſerted, that if men have the 


that Truth will extend its influence to their 


K 2 lives 


advantage of Truth in the underſtanding, 
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52 _. "4 Dyquifition: concerning 
lives and actions: their paſſions will be en- 
gaged by ſuch objects as will temper and di- 
rect, not embitter and diſappoint them: ſo 
that in all their ways they will concur with 
an omniſcient and Darell Providence in 
promoting their own tranquility and felicity, 
till they have attained all the proper ends 
of their Exiſtence. Happy are the people who 
are in ſucli a caſꝭ ; yea bleſſed are ble people who 
hov the Lord far their G | | 
But they, who prefer the darkinſy of In- 
bdelity,' ramble from one Theory to another, 
as the famiſhed beaſt of the night wanders 
over the barren deſart; ever learning and 
never able to eome to the knowledge. of the 
truth; ever. ſceking; and never ſatisfied | 
And the mind, which is reſtleſs within itſelf, 
will moleſt ſaciety with the workings of its 
own. pride, hatred, envy, and concupiſcence ; 
as thoſe | waters [can ſuffer nothing to reſt 
upon them which. are toſſed with the wind. 
XXVIII. Here, methinks, the Sceptic 
| (if any ſuch from the higher regions of Spe- 
- culation ſhould vouchſafe to look down upon 
theſe obſcure; papers) may. be provoked. to 
aſk—* And is there then this difference be- 
« tween the influences of Revelation and 
aße of our refined „ * To 


which 
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which I anſwer, nothing. can be more cer- 
tain : undeniable experience hath taught and 


„„ nam - 


confirmed it 1 and you Deiſts, or Philoſo- 


phers * as you affect to be called, by recom- 
mending that Virtue for which you have no 


Sanction, depreciating- thoſe ſacred Inſtitu- 


tions which you never conſidered, and blanch- 


ing, ſo far as your rhetoric will go, the 


fouleſt abominations of Paganiſm, would 
bring us back once more to the darkneſs, 


licentiouſneſs, | and deſperation! of heathens: 


from all which God of his mercy having 
called us by the reyelation of a ſuperior Phi- 
loſophy, let us not 172 W eee 71 1 
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1. 1H E Subjeck, as explained a e 
1 preceding part of this Diſ quiſition, 
will lead us into many Theological, "Critical, 
and Moral ObGerratione, the chief of which | 
I ſhall beg leave to offer in their Order. 
II. The Law of M oſes is the foundation of 
the Scriptures that follow, whether of the 
Old or New Teſtament, Therefore, if the 
ſenſe of any inſtitution, as it there ſtands, 
1s rightly collected and aſcertained, it cannot 
fail to open many figurative paſſages of the 
Bible: and I think we ſhall be more ſenſible 
of the value of this Law in particular, when 
we haye ſeen ſome Ge of its appli- 


cation. 
I. 1 


A Diſquifition concerning, &c: 55 
III. It was foretold by the Prophets, that 
the Gentiles ſhould one day become obedient 
to the word of God, and be taken in as 
3 Ia of the Chriſtian Church in common 
with the Jews. This event is deſcribed by 
Jaial under the beautiful alluſion of a ſuper- 
natural reconcilation betwixt clean and un- 
clean beaſts. * The wolf alſo ſhall dwell with 
the lamb, and the leopard ſhall lie down with 
the kid : and the calf and the young lion and the 
 fatling together, and a little child ſhall lead them. 
And hes cow and the bear ſhall feed, their young 
ones ſhall lie down together, and the lion ſhall eat 
ſtraw like theox. And the ſucking child ſhall play 
on the hole of the aſp, and the weaned” child 
ſhall put his hand on the adder's den. - They 
ſhall not hurt nor deſtroy in all my holy moun- 
tain : For the Earth ſhall be full of the know- 
| Late of the Lord as the waters cover the Sea. 
The laſt words ſhew, that this change 
was to take place when divine knowledge 
ſhould be diffuſed over the Earth, and Chriſ- 
tianity ſhould be as common to mankind i 
as the waters of the Ocean are to the World : 
therefore it was accompliſhed. when the 
Jews and Gentiles were reconciled 5 the 
ons a rare _ 
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ark, ſo it is a natural circumſtance noted by 


P. 1 75 xiCulov. The Lord T Ovid, — lib. i 4 i 
= ſfavcd is Neah the Creatures 


This RR had once been 3 verified, 
when the various kinds of Animals were 


taken into the Ark of Noa. The Lion, 


no longer diſpoſed to Hurt or deſtrey, con - 
ſeated to dwell peaceably - under the ſame 
roof with the Lamb. One common intereſt 
reconcied diſpoſitions which were almoſt as 
oppoſite as light and darkneſs. And 26 2 


prineiple of ſafety united thoſe within the 


the Poet, that all animoſities had ſubſided 
on account of the terror and —_— PORT. 


provailed withodt4 it; . 


Nat 2 inter onen 4 Ale, vehir wide bates 
dau Peg e Fe? | "A 
IV. When the 8 1 Gocpel 
ſucceeded to. that of the Law, all diſtinctions 
were aboliſhed as effectually as within the 
Ark of Mal; according; to the ſenſe of St., 
Petar Viſion on occaſion of the Converſion 
of -: Cornelizs. With a view to this, gur 
Bleſſed tions gare that anlmited gere 
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to his A poſtles Gs ye into all the world, and 


preach tho Goſpel to every Creature—toanimals 
clean and unclean, gentle and ſavage, 

lihed and barbarous, Jews and Heathens. 
And with alluſion to the fame event, he 
oompares the Church to a not that was ca inta 
the Sea and gathered of every kind. * When 
this commiſſion was executed, that is, 


kinds of beaſts, birds, and fiſhes, were aſs 
ſembled together as members of the Church 
by the preaching. of the Apoſtles, St. Jon 
in the Revelation hears them all unite in one 
univerſal Chorus of praiſe and thankſgiving 
to the great Author of their common Salva : 
tion Buery Creature which is in heaven 
£ and on the earth, and ſueh as are in the 


c ſea, and all that are in chem, heard I ſaying 


«© Bleſſing, and honour, and glory, and power 
« he unto him that ſitteth the throne, 


c 1nd unto the Lamb for ever and ever. rf. - 


Vi Here it is worch obſerving, to what 
| _ abluegities men may be driven in Flacred ſub+ 


_ jets; hen they have no regard to that ſym- 


bolical method of ſpeaking and writing; 


2 * Matth. xiii. 47, A Bevin: 14. 
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When men of all nations, like the varions 
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53 . A, Difquition. concerning. 
books. Chriſt having ordered his diſciples 
to preach to every creature, St. Francis, a 
monkiſh Evangeliſt, taking this ſtrictly ac- 
cording to the ſound of the expreſſion, diſ- 
covered that the commiſſion had never been 
properly executed: So he betook himſelf to 
= woods, wilds, and waters, that by preach- 
ng to beaſts, birds, and fiſhes, as ſuch, he 
Ka I falfil the command of Jeſus Chriſt, . 
and do what his Apoſtles, in e me 
Had left undone. 
VI. The character and labours ak the Ox 
are fo frequently referred to, that they de- 
ſerve a particular conſideration; and We are 
now prepared to trace the meaning of them. 
St. Paul. inſiſting on the rights of the 
Chriſtian Clergy, takes ogcaſion to introduce 
that precept of the Law — r ſpbalt not 
muzzle'' the Ox that treadeth out the Corn. 
Hence he argues, that they who preach the 
Goſpel are juſtly entitled to live of the Goſ- 
pel; as the labouring Ox is permitted to eat 
freely of that Corn which it treads out with 
its feet for the ſervice of man. This ſimili- 
tude will bear a very. cloſe. examination: 
for as the Ox ſeparates the grain from the 
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Ear, ſo the Miniſter is required to preach 
the New Teſtament from the Old; or, in 


ether words, to extract and exhibit the 
Spirit from the Letter; and this Spirit 


gives life to the ſaul of the hearer, as corn 
from the threſhing · floor gives life to the 
body. If Anne labour of the Ox illuſ- 
trates the labour of the miniſtry, the Ox 
himſelf. muſt denote the perſon of the miniſ- 
ter: of which, indeed, there can be no 
doubt, when St. Paul (1 Tim. v. 17, 18.) 
bath expreſly applied the image to thoſe 20 
labour in the word. and dactrine. It is the 
opinion of ſome ancient Interpreters, + that 
our Saviour himſelf, in compliance with the 
figurative language of the Law, ſent out his 
Apoſt les by. 2200: and two, as yokes of oxen; 
which alluſion is alſo very evidently taken up 
by St. Paul, chere he addreſſes his fellow- 
labourer in the miniſtry under the name of a a 
true yohe-felow 3.4 not ſo much, perhaps, 

to illuſtrate the nature of their ſervice, as 
to remind bim of their mutual love and 


affection: for. theſe faithful animals contract 


ſuch * nehmen ta each other * work- 
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ing 3 ad the Pros yoke, that 
they can never well endure a ſeparation. - |; 
„In the temple of Solomon there wes a Sea 
of Braſs, fur the purpoſes of ſucred ablution, 
ſupported by twelve! Oxen z thtre of which 
were placad in ſuch a manner undet every 
quadrant of the Veſſel, that their faces wire 
directed to the four: quarters of the heaven. 
As the furniture of the Temple Was un- 
doubtedly prophetic in its ſignification, we 
== £@&c in this compbund ſigure the ard Apoltics 
WE of the Gaſpel, who were Jews by birth, 
& Miniſters by office, and twelve in number, 
going into all the World, and carrying with 
them the Laber of ep f 19. 
tixr all nations. 
4 Niem, we have peoceod&adithus far) 1 think 
== we ſhall be able to account for a paſſage in 
= the Prophecy of Iaial, which ſeems con- 
_ twadictory tothe Law of A The people 
verre forbid 0 Plous with an 'Ox and an A 
gether, with an alluſion to which the 
= Apoſtle warns' his diſciples not to be wequally 
= yotd together with unbelievers : which was 
the original meaning of the precept, and the 
moral of it will always hold good, Yet. the 
4 prophet fays; Bleſſed are ye. that ſaw Se all 
weers, that ſend gore thither the ys of the 
Ox 


N 
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Ox and the Aſs *. This cannot be accounted 
for, unleſs it is taken as a prediction, that 
theſeparation between the Jews and Gentiles 
ſhould be kept up no longer than till the 
times of the Meffiah, when the Gentiles 


ſhould be admitted to work under the fame - 


yoke with the Jews, in ſowing the ſeed of the 
word, and converts ſhould” receive baptifm 
at all waters indifferently, as well as at 
thoſe of the river Jordan. How exception- 
able. ſoever the fee? of the Aſs might be (for 
the term is emphatic) according to the re- 
ceived rules of the Levitical law, they ſhould 
at length be ſanctified by the Grace of God, 


and recommended both by the importance 


and novelty of their commiſſion ; as it 7s 
 aoritten, how beautiful are the feet of them that 

preach the goſpel of peace, and bring glad ridings 
of good thing. - e A RPA Ig 
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Ia. Xxxii. 20. 
+ Rom. x. 15..F cannot 
help ſetting down the Com. 
ment of Caftalio, as cited by 
Pole in his Collection upon 


. the text of Ma. xxxit. 20. Id. 


« que facitis (i. e. prædicatis) 
ee jumiltentes bovis afinique pe- 
% Zem, i. e. nullo 
« aut exterorum! 


t ceptum, quo vetat arars bo- 
K ee * ; hoc eſt, ſi præ- 
ce cepti vim penĩtùs conſideres, 
*-yetat Judzis commercium 


dæorum 
iſcrimine. 


« Alladit'enim ad Mofis pre- Miniſtri, qui omnes, null 


«* eſſe cum reliquis vationibus, 
„ tanquam cum diſpari genere: 
„ quemadmodum Paulus præ- 
„ ceptum illud de nor 0bts- 
« rande bei ore triturantis 
„ refert- ad rem diviniorem, 


„ yidelicet ad miniftrorum ahi- 


% moniam. Igitur illud diſ- 


** crimen Evangelio ſublatum 


« eſt ; feliceſque ſunt Evangelii 


« neque docentium neque do- 
t cendorum gontis diſcrimine, 
«« docent.” Vide Poli Synops. 
vol. iii. p. 239- lin. 56, &c. 
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forces, preſent us with a grand and ſtriking 


62 2 55 72 zaun conceriing 


VII. Among other articles of the Scripture, 
which come properly under this ſubject, is 
the Prophet Daniel's viſion of the four great 
monarchies, under the image of the four 
beaſts, the firſt a Lion, the fecond. a Bear. 
the third a Leopard, and a fourth. in which 
all the offenſive properties of the other three 
were united. Theſe monarchies, being hea- 
then, are therefore repreſented by — 
beaſts. There is a ſtrict propriety in their 
ariſing out of the Sea, the waters of which 
ſignify the multitude of the Gentiles: and 
the four winds of the heaven ſtriving upon this 
Sea, and troubling its waves with contrary 


idea of all that diſorder, contention, oppoſi- 
tion and tumult, out of which the kingdoms 
of the earth, and particularly the four great 

Empires, were generated. Compact is a phan- 
tom raiſed by Theoriſts, who copy from 


their own brain inſtead of real life; of whoſe 


airy ſchemes the natural tendency is to in- 


fuſe thoſe high notions of Liberty, which 


flatter the pride and encourage the diſcontent 
of turbulent Spirits, who have nothing to 


loſe, till they throw all things! into confuſion, | 


and bring men about again once more to the 


| Sword. 


ö In 
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N the Revelation of St. John, the fourth 
beaſt of Daniel, which is the Roman Empire, 
is revealed in a more particular manner. 'Tt 
is deſcribed as a compoſition of the Leopard, 
the Bear, and the Lion; and is ſaid to re- 
ceive its Power, feat, and authority from the 
dragon, that is, from the Devil, the Patron 
and Sovereign of the four Idolatrous Empires; 
who interferes to diſturb the world by the 


inſtrumentality of human Paſſions, ſo far as 


the Providence of God permits, for the trial 
of the good, and the puniſhment of the 


wicked, who are made a ſcourge to one 


another. 


After this, another beaſt is faid to ariſe | 


out of the earth: of which it is to be obſerved, 
that as the /ea means the Gentile world, the 
proper ſource of the heathen kingdoms, 
the earth, as contradiſtinguiſhed, muſt de- 


note ſome Power riſing up in Chriftendom. 


Then again, this beaſt is not of the unclean 
ſort, but 407th #200 horns like a Lamb ; which 
is another Character of ſome Chriitian Power: 
and as the context ſhews this beaſt to be a 
member and ſucceſfor of the Roman State, 
nothing but the Papal Power can be under- 
ſtood by it. I forbear to proſecute this mat- 
ter, becauſe it has been treated of late years 
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64 4 Diſquifition concerning 
with great ſkill-and learning by the Biſhop 
of Briſtol, in his Diſcourſes on the Prophecies: 
and I wiſh theſe hints may awaken the Reader 
to examine and, conſider them as they de- 
ſerve., However it may not be amiſs to in - 
form him, if he is not already aware of it, 


hath compared the Church of Rome to the 
Hund, the Church of England to the ſpotted 
Panther: (or the leopard,) and the other claſ- 
ſes of Proteſtants to other beaſts,” equally un 
clean and more diſagreeable. Which ſhews 
us how cheaply a cauſe may be carried; when 
its merits are committed to the arbitation of 
a poetical faney. The piece is very pleaſing 
lines. will ſhew the Spirit of it -- 


Survey d her part I purt, and fought to find 


. ten- horn d monſter in the harmileſs Hind. 


8 {> curious and extenſive muſt have exerciſed 


VII. There may be other paſſages, which 
have either a manifeſt or a latent reference to 
this Law : butthe foregoing may be ſufficient 
to exemplify its application. I ſhall therefore 
proceed to rectiſy a miſtake or two which - 
hath been introduced into this ſubject- 

I Tt may well be conjectured, that a precept 


the 
9 | 
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ſuppoſe this Law to have terminated merely in 
phyſical confiderations, ſuch as the wholeſome- 
neſs or unwholeſomeneſs of particular ſorts of 
food. And certainly God, who created the body, 
is not unmindful of its welfare; whence it 
will generally be found, that the vehicles of 
grace to the Soul of man are ſalutary likewiſe 
to the body. That Waſhing with water; 

- Which is the pledge of a new life to the 
Spirit in baptiſm, is of excellent uſe to 


ſtrengthen the limbs and perfe& the animal 


functions: and ſurely it is not without reaſon 
that Sir John Floyer, in his excellent treatiſe 


of Cold Baths, laments the diſuſe of immer-- 


fron ; affirming that the children of theſe 
latter ages are become degenerate and more 
ſickly under the effeminate practice of ſprink- 


ling.“ In the other Sacrament, bread and 
wine are aſſumed to ſignify an inward and 


ſpiritual grace; becauſe in their daily ac- 
ceptation they are of principal uſe for the 
ſuſtaining of animal life. And even the di- 
vine inſtitution of faſting is not leſs effectual 
for the diſorders of the body than for thoſe 
of the mind. By parity of reaſon, it may be 


. See p. $2, and 93. 94. 
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5 Fa A Difquiſition toncerning | 
ppoſed, that the ' ſame food, which was 
a. we, for moral purpoſes, is in its nature 
the beſt adapted to preſerve an healthy tem- 
perament of the blood and juices. There is 
this peculiarity in the Wiſdom of God, that 
it attains ſeveral ends by the ſame means: 
whereas the views of men are narrow and 
contracted, and their counſels directed to a 
ſingle point, without any certainty of reach- 
ing it. Phyſical conſiderations, therefore, 
may have their place: becauſe they are ſo 
far from precluding a moral deſign in the 
Law-giver, that they may conſiſt very well 
with it ; while they ſerve alſo to open to us 
a more extenſive proſpect of the divine be- 
nignity. ä 
IX. But of all the Diſquiſitors that ever . 
: took the Law of Mygjes in hand with an ap- 
parent ſerious deſign, none have erred more 
palpably than the learned Dr. Spencer; whoſe 
Vork, De Legibus  Hebraorum Ritualibus, 
| would have been excellent indeed, had his 
Divinity. been as ſound as his Latinity i is na- 
| tive and elegant. 
The main pillars of his fabric are theſe 
two, 1, That the Hebrews were a people 
pinguioris ingenii, of a groſs apprehenſion, to 
whom God could never think of propoſing 


* 
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any moral inſtruction under an allegorical 
form; and conſequently that the whole Le- 
vitical Ritual was intended, as he himſelf 
expreſſes it, to exerciſe ⁊ e ag,, the 
outward man. * 2. That as they were na- 
turally addicted to Idolatry, the precepts of 
their Ritual were borrowed from the prac- 
tices of Idolaters, and accommodated to the 
Service of the true God: that ſo their in- 
clination might be humoured, and at the 


ſame time their Apoſtacy prevented. 
In theſe two principles there are almoſt as 


many abſurdities as words: for one of them 
contradicts the other, and both are indepen- 
dently confuted by the Scripture. It was a 
methodin the higheſt eſtimation with the hea- 
thens, and obſerved univerſally, toconceal their 
divine doctrines under the veil of ſome figura- 
tive forms of ſpeech: The Egyptians were fam- 
ed for their Hieroglyphics z the Pythagoreans for 
their Symbols; the Greeks and Romans had an ex- 
tenſive Mythology, under which the myſteries 
of their Religion were repreſented ; and all 
the Fable of antiquity ſhew what an opinion 
was entertained of alluſion and imagery, for 
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the improvement of the mind in the man- 
ners of. human prudence. Maximus, in his 
Epiſtle prefixed to the works of Horapollo, 
hath well obſerved, that “ the Egyptians 


« had their adyta, and Greeks and barbarians 
« in general, when they delivered down the 


t truth, concealed the principles of things 
„under ænigmas, ſymbols, allegories, meta- 
* hors, and ſuch like figures.” “ They 
were induced to this, as he informs us, by 
by the three following conſiderations : 1. 
That their diſciples might be accuſtomed to a 
ſhort and ſententious way of exprefling them- 
ſelves ; a ſimilitude or metaphor exhibiting 
that ſenſe at a ſingle view, which is weak 
and dilute under the ordinary circumlocu- 
tions of language. 2. That the Science of 
Divinity might be kept from the profane 
vulgar, and depoſited with ſtudents properly 
initiated ; left that which was too common 
ſhould Fall into profanation and contempt. 

That the underſtanding, being ſharpened 
by. the difficulty of inveſtigating a mytholo- 


gical meaning, might ſet the greater value 
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upon the knowledge thus acquired. The 
adepts of Egypt were conducted to their 
facred literature through the preparatory 
| forms of writing called epitolographic ; to 
which the next in order was the Hieratic, or 
the writing uſed by the religious Scribes and 
Prieſts ; and laſtly they were admitted to the 
Hieroglyphic, which was the ſymbolical writ. 
ing of their Divinity, and was thought the 
moſt perfect and important of all. 


X. This of Maximus is a learned and rational 
account. We are now to compare it with 


Dr. Spencer's principles. The purport of 


his whole work is to ſhew, that the Heathen 
| Ritual was the Original, and the © Jewiſh 
Ritual was the Copy, But the Heathen Ri- 
tual was all myſtery id allegory: how then 
can it be credible that the Jewiſh, if borrow- 
ed from it, ſhould yet have no myſtery at 
all!? Did the perfection of Egyptian wiſdom 
conſiſt in throwing a metaphorical veil over 
their precepts ? and could it be the perfec- 


tion of a Moſes, educated in the School of 


Egypt, to deliver things according to the 
loweſt literal mode of expreſſion? Surely 
this could never be: and if not, Dr. Spen- 
cer 's Scheme 1 is a contradiction to itſelf. 
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But he en that the Jews were a peo: 
ple of a groſs apprehenſion, unfit for all 
the refinements of allufion, Too 5 1 of 
them were ſo, and therefore took their Law 
for ſuch a Syſtem as Dr. Spencer has made 
of jt; in which they are not ſingular; for 
the Vulgar, whether Jews, Heathens, or 
Chriſtians, have always miſcarried by taking 
images for realities ; and if 1 ſpeak to 2 
intelligent, I need not ſtay to prove it. 
To ſay, as this learned man doth, that e 
Law was intended only for the outward man, 
is formally to contradict the New Teſtament : 
for then it would haye followed, that he was 
truly a Jew who was ſuch outwardly : but 
faith the Apoſtle, he is 4 Jew which is one in: 
wardly, and gi 'rcumcifion is that of the heart : 
which is no new doctrine, but a reeable 
only to what Moſes had publiſhed * 

XI. By another miſtake, Dr. Spencer has 
given the ſeniority to Heatheniſm: and to 
ſupport it, ſhews from heathen authors, with 
much learning, that many Ritual Laws were 
common both to the Hebrews and the Hea- 
thens. Which is not to be wondered at; 
becauſe if we go far enough backward, 


N See the xiiith Chapter of Monſicur Paſcaꝰs Thoughts, | 
h | we 
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we come at length to one common fountain 
of Patriarchal Tradition. There is ona 
* obſervation (ſays Dr. Shuckford} which, 
* as far as I haye had opportunity to apply it, 

«© will fully anſwer every particular that Dr, 
* Spencer has offered; which is this; that 
he is able to produce no one ceremony or 
© uſage practiſed both in the Religion of 
* Abraham or Moſes and in that of the hea- 
then nations, but that it may be proved 
* that it was uſed by Abraham or Moſes, or 
by ſome of the true worſhippers of God, 

« garlier than by any of the heathen na- 
1 tions.” * Whoever examines the ſacred 
hiſtory with attention, will diſcover that the 
principal Rites of the Levitical Law were in 
uſe before the time of Moſes, that is, during 
the Patriarchal State of the Church : 
have ſeen a work of the laſt century in the 
Bodleian Library with the Title of Lex ante 


Legen. The ſubject is curious, and cannot 


be without its uſe if treated with judgment. 
Wich regard to this Law in particular con- 
cerning the diſtinction of animals the caſe is 
very plain; becauſe it appears from the-prac- 

tice of Noah, 


\ 10 Shuckford' Connect. vol. i. p. 157. 


"ov 


and I 


that ſuch a diſtinction had 
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A. Difquifition concerning 
yi place before the Flood. Here Dr, 
encer is at his wit's end, being driven to 
155 ſuppoſition or preſumption, that beaſts 
were called clean and unclean by anticipa- 
tion: * but they were not only called ſo; 
for they were actually taken as ſuch, and 
applied as ſuch, as effectually as by the 
inſtitution and practice of the Moſaic Law. 
XII. It happens, however, that the reaſon- 
ings of this learned writer lead him frequently 
aſtray from his principles, ſo as to render 
his work remarkably inconſiſtent. Thus, 
for example, he rejects with ſcorn the figura- 
tive ſenſe of this Law, as a ſort of ligt bread 
offenfive to the taſte of every intelligent 
Reader: unhappily alluding to that other 
figurative Diet, which the carnal Iſraelites 
rejected in the wilderneſs, Yet he bath aſ- 
ſerted ＋ its figurative ſenſe as expreſly "> 
have done, and hath even proved it by a 
text of the -New Teſtament, which had 
never occurred in my own reſearches. With 
regard to its figurative uſe in ſeparating 
the Jews from the Gentiles, he reaſons thus 
2 Why ſhould the Jews withdraw * 


7 Ut axederam et 2 fecifſ vidiatur. Lib. i. cap. V. 
rum animalium in hiftori& di- & v. 


luvii aaa gon mentionem 1 Lib. i. cap. Vs Fir. 
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s ſelves. ſo rigorouſly from the Company of 
the heathens, unleſs they were enjoined 
«ſo to do by this law concerning the diſ- 
« tin&ion of meats ? for whoſoeyer ſhall 
« diligently examine the Book. of Moſes, 
% will ſee that there is no other law which 
« clearly and expreſly obliges the Jews to 
avoid all familiarity with foreign nations,” 
In another place he ſuſpects it was intended 
as an admonition to mental ſanctification; 
and adds a learned and proper remark to con- 
firm his ſuſpicion. * God ordained this diſ- 
“ tin&ion of meats, that the puerile nation 
« of the Hebrews might be led by an appli- 
cation of this law to the firſt elements 
« of ſanctity and actual purity. And this 
e conjecture is founded upon the reaſon God 
« himſelf hath aſſigned for this inſtitution ; 
for after he had delivered the law about 
«« ſeparating! the clean animal from the un- 
« clean, he immediately adds, be.ye holy, for 
« I the Lord your God am holy. Which words 
St. Peter Ken's "Fug not to legal but to evan- 
« « gelical ſanity, ſuch: as we ſhould aſpire to 
« through the whole courſe of our lives. 
«© I muſt not deny that the text of Leviticus, 
in the outward Letter, requires only a ſort 
«of legal ſanctity, extending merely to cor- 
ve Py 
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74. A d Y concerning 
e poreal purification :” Ci. e. that the Letter 
of the Law is the Letter of it) “ but it is 
« agreeable to the zumbratic nature of that 
„Law, that we ſhould believe thoſe words 
* to have contained a more ſacred meanin 
te at the bottom, and to have directed the 
„ Jews to a ſort of purity properly fo called, 
« and conformable to that of the Divine Na- 
« tyre itſelf, under the figure of external pu- 
« rification,”” This paſſage affirms of the 
ſubject in general what I have endeavoured 
to ſhew of its ſeveral particulars : for that 
which is true of the whole muſt be true of 
the parts. So that we have no oppoſition 
from the ingenious Dr. Spencer, but ſo far 
only as heis oppoſite to himſelf. 
XIII. I think it muſt occur, after what 
bath been faid, that the All- wiſe Creator 
had moral ends in view, as well as natural, 
in the formation of the World, and par- 
ticularly in the eſtabliſhment of the Brute 
Economy. Reafon is a principle more 
ſublime than Inſtinct; yet Reaſon may be 
greatly improved, 15d the benefit of Society 
may be as greatly advanced, by a proper at- 
tention to the various inſtincts of animals. 
As the Sluggard is reproved by the example 
of the provident and induſtrious Ant, other 
men 
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men may ſee other miſtakes and failings recy 
tified by the conduct of other animals; fo 
that it may be ſaid with propriety of them, 
as it was ſaid of the Ant—Confider their 
ways and be wiſe. I think it is but juſt to 
_ aſſert, that this moral uſe of the animal 
Creation was originally intended in the for- 
mation of the World: becauſe it would be a 
ſuppolition unworthy of God, that the works 
of nature - ſhould be capable of anſwering 
any good end, which his wiſdom did not 
foreſee, . and conſequently deſign. 
XIV. The manners of mankind, being de- 
rived more from Cuſtom and Education 
than from Nature, are ſubje& to vary with 

their circumſtances, and are ſcarcely exempt 
even from the mutability of faſhion itſelf. 
But brute animals are not free agents, becauſe 
they were not deſigned to be moral agents; 
for morality, intellectual purity, and re- 
ligious wiſdom, are and muſt be by their na- 
ture the objects of choice, Brutes are 
therefore neither able to diſguiſe their diſpo- 
ſitions, nor to change the objects of their 
attention: on which account they are a ne- 
ver- failing ſource of inſtruction, holding out 


to mankind the ſame admonitions in every 


gage of the world. | 
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76 . <A Diſquifition concerning 

In reſpect of its certainty and immuta- 
bility, InRtin& 1 is far ſuperior to Reaſon : 
but man has this unqueſtionable ſuperiority 
over the brutes, that he views them not 
bruriſhly, as they view him, but rationally ; 
that is, with a ſenſe of the infinite wiſdom 
of their Maker, and with an application of 
their various properties to the improvement 
of the mind in Wiſdom and Religion. He 
who looks upon brutes, as brutes Took upon 
men, without learninglany thing from them, 
loſes this privilege of his Reaſon. And cer- 
tainly, if God had moral views in the order- 
ing o the world, it ought to be conſidered 
with a moral intention ; which practice will 
lead us to a ſort of Philoſophy moſt worthy 
of a rational mind, the Candidate'of an higher 
and inviſible world. ' Naturaliſts may amuſe 
themſelves with counting the teeth of beaſts, 
the ſcales of a ſnake, the threads of 'a flower, 
or the microſcopical feathers upon the wing 
of a moth; and amaze the ignorant with a 
grand diſplay of ſupetficial Literature; which 


may ſerve excellently well for order and 


diſtinction, as the titles upon the drawers 
in the ſhop of the apothecary.: but they ſee 
not the higheſt Wiſdom of God i the Crea- 

tion, till they diſcover the Fpititnal whr6ugh 


the 
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the natural world, which no Glaſs but that 


of the Scripture will enable them to do. 

The Chriſtian only can feel the force of thoſe 
words—Lord , how manifold are thy works, 
in wiſdom haſt thou made them all! The more 


we examine things by the proper light, the 


- more we ſhall be convinced that the Natural 
and Moral Syſtems of God are allied through- 
- out to one another : and whatever may be 
ſuſpeQed to the diſparagement of Rever a- 
TION by the half-learned unbeliever, whoſe 
Vanity hath put out the Eyes of his under- 
derſtanding, it will be found to have the 
atteſtation of all Nature. Every blaſt of Air 
that blows, every blade of Graſs that ſpring- 
eth up from the ground, -and every living 
Creature that moveth upon the face of the 
Earth, is, in ſome reſpect or other, ſubſer- 
vient to the Philoſophy of the Goſpel. So 
that if any man would be a rational Infidel, 
he muſt find ſome other world to reaſon in : 
this world is the ſchqol of Chriſtianity. 
XV. Whether the Heathens derived this 


article of their wiſdom from Oriental Tradi- 


tion, or whether it was the offspring of their 
own Reaſon and Contemplation, they cer- 
tainly ſaw, in ſome meaſure, the moral uſe 
of the animal Creation ; which is applied by 


= 
- 
IO oe. IIA 
k +. cr an LOTTO Gs, « 2 — 
. 


* 
- * - — — -e - —— — 
hs bu ”. WE 11. . SS 
P * 4 > % 


L bras „ 3 * - 
—_ — — MH 2 


D 
r - 235 — «- 


-- 


* > w 

a i &.£ LE 

-— + Ca, 4 
PC — — — 


1 - —o_ 


. _@QDl dc r oc cOKqK DL EL LCL 
RU <= EE MCT YT TT NDS «£0 * 
— —— n... ⅛ —ñsöñf ̃⅛—VQM̃ 


e 
— = — 


—— 


— 


—— —— 


— 


. <- 
| $4.2 he. > — £42 


- 


* 
— , 6 — . — —— 
—— — — —— 3 — — . — 
— - \ 8 - 


— 


78 A Diſquiſition concerning 
the fables of Æſep in particular ſo excellently 
well to the purpoſes of morality, that ſome 
have judged his productions but little ſhort 
of inſpiration, * They are without excep- 
tion the beſt vehicles of moral inſtruQtion to 
young minds, more apt to be delighted with 
examples than abſtractions; and I know 
not of any more valuable treaſure that has 
deſcended to us from Pagan Antiquity. 
The Ancients were ſo attached to this figu- 
rative uſe of the animals, that the Egyptians 
in their Hieroglyphics aſſumed them as Charac- 
ters to denote all the powers or depravities 
of the human mind, the excellencies of 
art and the errors of ignorance, the policy 
of the wiſe and the ſimplicity of fools. 
They even filled the heaven itſelf with them, 

expreſſing thereby the nature of the Elements, 
and accommodating them to the celeſtial phæ- 
nomena; placing the figure of the Crab at 
that point of the Zodiac, when the Sun, 
having attained the height of the Summer, 
begins to go backward again toward the win- 
ter; and the figure of the Capricorn, or 
mountain n. at the lower Tropic, where 


22 * e be Max. Planud; 
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the Sun begins to climb upwards toward the 

northern hemiſphere. The two Bears, in- 

habitants of the coldeſt Climates, are placed 

by the North Pole, over the regions of per- 

petual froſt and ſnow ; the Lion, the Egyp- 

tian Symbol of the Solar Light, “, in that 

part of the Zodiac which correſponded for- 
merly to the month of July, when the Heat 

of the Sun is moſt predominant : and the 
like propriety of W might be traced 

in others of the celeſtial figures, which may 
ſeem to have been placed with no other de- 
ſign than that general one of parcelling out 
the Stars into intelligible tribes or claſſes. 
The fabulous origin given to them by ſome 

of the Greeks and Latins is altogether child- 
iſh and ridiculous. 

XVI. Here it is to be obſerved, that the 
heathens having erred in their notions of ho- 
. nour and excellence, ſome of their higheſt 
virtues having been no better than ce- 
lebrated vices; they have on many oc- 
caſions given the precedence to unclean ani 
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8 4 Difquifition concerning 

mals, adorning even their Divinities with 
the ſKins of Beaſts of Prey. The appetite 
for honour, as it ſignifies military glory, 
being attended with a thirſt of blood, it is 
not ſtrange that the mighty warriors and 
hunters of the world ſhould have choſen to 
array themſelves with the ſpoils of Lions, 
Leopards, . Tygers, and Bears, their rivals 
in cruelty. But the ſervants of God, who 
had the 'more valuable ornament of a meek 
and quiet ſpirit, are ſaid to have wandered 
about in ſheep ſkins and goats ſkins, in a world. 
that was not worthy of them. They pre- 
ferred the appearance of thoſe Creatures, 
who like themſelves had been helpleſs, per- 
ſecuted, and yet moſt ſerviceable to the world, 
Our Saviour ſuppoſes. all his followers to be 
in ſheeps- clothing; warning us at the ſame 
time that many ſhould aſſume the habit of 
of the ſheep, though allied more nearly in 
| their appetites and manners, their internal 
character, to the ravening wolf. And it 
ſeems agreeable to reaſon, that the Pro- 
vidence of God hath deſignedly furniſhed 
the ſheep with the beſt materials for human 
clothing, as it were to remind us daily what 
| Spirit we ſhould be of. It is difficult to ac- 


count 
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count for thoſe coats of ſkins * which God 
gave to Adam and Eve, to clothe. them before 
their expulſion. from Paradiſe, but by ſup- 
poſing them to have been the ſkins of animals 
lain, for ſacrifice, in. conſequence of the 
fall: and if ſuch, they were of the clean 
ſort, amongſt which the Sheep had the pre- 
ference, being afterwards / appropriated. to 


the daily ſervice. of the Tabernacle and 


Temple. | 
XVII. In the den Science of . 


commonly called Heraldry, the principal 


Characters are taken from the animal king- 
dom. But here again the chief place is given 


to Beaſts and Birds of the ſavage and rapa- 
cious kinds. Cornelius Agrippa, in his work 
upon the Vanity of tlie Sciences, which is. a 

Satyr upon all orders and profeſſions, but ra- 
ther too precipitate and unmerciful, takes 
occaſion from this circumſtance: to fall foul 
upon all the Titles of Honour and, Nobility, 


as having their original in Theft, Murder, 


and Rapine. It is unlawful (faith he) for 
„ Noblemen to bear in their Coats an Ox, 
% A Calf, a Sheep, a Lamb, a Capon, an 
«© Hen, or any of thoſe Creatures which 
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$2 4 Diſpuiſition concerning 
1 are neceſſary for the uſe of mankind; but 
« they muſt all carry for the Enſigns of their 
* nobility the reſemblances of cruel monſters - 
« and birds of Prey. There be many of the 
« (ſmaller animals allo that claim a prero- 
* oative in the ſhields of great men, pro- 
% vided they are the documentors of miſchief. 
«« Thoſe ſhields that are blazoned with 
things that are 'leſs noxious, as Trees, 
« Flowers, Stars, or are otherwiſe diſtin- 
1 guiſhed only by variety of colours, are 
, accounted much more modern and leſs 
* noble than the other, as not being acquir- 
« ed by any acts of war, or other artifices 
1 of Ruin and Deſtruction.“ * It is indeed 
very true, that the chief and perhaps the 
only merit of ſome, who have been raiſed 
to that Honour by which their Poſterity are 
ennobled at this day, conſiſted in their 
adhering to the fortune of ſome Tyrannical 
Invader, who took that to which he had 
no Right but from the Sword; and reward- 
ed his accomplices with Inheritances violently 
taken away from the lawful Poſſeſſors. Yet 
after all, there is a Military Virtue, which 
/ ought. to ecuflinguiſhcy, as a proper founda- 
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demned, though peace on earth is its prin- 


did not cenſure but rectify the profeſſion of 


is better to fulfil the Spirit than to obſerve 
the Letter of the Law. The Goſpel enjoins 


all that purity without a figure, which the 
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tion of Nobility. For as ſome have been 


raiſed by the ruin of the innocent; others 
have received the honour they juſtly de- 


ſerved for delivering their Country at the 
hazard of their lives: a ſervice which the 
ſtricteſt laws of Chriſtianity have not con- 


cipal object. For, as things are now con- 
ſtituted, peace and good order are the con- 
ſequences only of war: and J the Baptiſt, 
who was ſent to reform all orders of. men, 


a ſoldier ; who ought never to begin a quar- 
rel, nor proceed to bloodſhed upon falſe ac- 
cuſations. And all Kings, who are Soldiers 
by their office, ſhould lay up this Counſel in 
their hearts, 

XVII. But leaving Heathens, Mytholo- 


giſts, and Heralds, it concerns us more im- 


mediately as Chriſtians to conſider how it 


comes to paſs, that we ate not now obliged 
to a literal obſervation of this Law. For 
this there are two Reaſons. I. Becauſe it 


Law ſuggeſted to the Jews under the diſ- 


tinction of meats, He, who has attained 
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84 4A Diſquifition concerning 

that purity of heart, hath already anſwered 
the end of the Law ; in which caſe the 

deſcriptive or ceremonial part may be reject- 

ed as a yoke of bondage no longer neceſſary. 

In this moral part the Jews miſcarried: the 
Apoſtle having taught us, they were not pro- 
fited by the meats in which they were occupied. 
It was the deſign of the Great Lawgiver that 
they ſhould be profited : Such was the ad- 
monition which this diſtinction held forth 
to them: but they were not. They had the 
form, without that grace to which i it ſhould 
have led them : while Chriſtians, on the 
contrary, having that grace which the Jews 
wanted, are diſpenſed with concerning the 
form. The Law and its meaning is written 
in their hearts, and manifeſted in their lives. 
Inſtead of making void the law, they eſtabliſh 
it by keepin g up to its intention. The kingdom 
of God is not meat and drink, but righteouſneſs, 
and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghoſt : it is all 

that the figurative meat and drink of the 
Law ſignified and recommended. The food 
that is Wes and holy is a true faith, and a 
life ſeparated from Sin. He, whois thus diſ- 
tinguiſhed from other men, is the Gueſt _ 


 * Heb. xili. 9. 
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God and hath communion with Chriſt, 
whoſe meat was to do the Will of the F u 
that ſent him. 6 

On this conſideration we are releaſed finds 
the literal obſervation of the Law. That 
practice is now ſuperſeded by a better, which 
will bring us to a nearer alliance with God, 
Another conſideration is this; that the Gen- 
tiles, being admitted to the Goſpel, are no 
more to be accounted common or unclean. 
For the ſeparation of the Jews was kept up, 
as Dr. Spencer hath learnedly remarked, by 
the obſervation of this Law in particular: 
and as that ſeparation ſubſiſts no longer, the 
law is of courſe become obſolete. 

XIX. But though the Divine Mercy hath 
accepted men of every kind to the privileges 
of Chriſtianity, it cannot be too often re- 
peated, becauſe it ought never to be for- 
gotten, that Jeſus Chriſt did not come to 
fave. men in their fins, but from the domi- 
nion of fin and all its evil conſequences. | 
; 'The Church i is therefore not to be uſed as a 
ſanctuary to all manner of iniquity. On 
the contrary, they who enter into it ſhould 
put off their ſavage natures, as the animals 
which entered into the ark of Noah; The 
. Goſpel is more excellent than other Syſtems, 
. (el 3 125 becauſs 


86 Dijſuiſition concerning 
becauſe it hath a power of changing the man. 
ners by rectifying the paſſions. For Pride 
will have the effects of Pride; Covetouſneſs 
will be followed by fraud and rapine; Am- 
bition and worldly Policy will transform 
Chriſtians into monſters, let them looſe upon 
one another, and introduce ſuch” diſorders 
amongſt them as formerly among the Hea- 
thens. This is finely touched by Dr. Young, 


and in ſuch terms a er in with one preſent 
| ſubject; | | 


Eag er ambition's fiery chace Ifee;. | 

I he the circling hunt of noiſy men 
Burſt = Encloſure, leap the mounds of | 

ight, 

Purſpigg and purſued, each others Prey: 3 

As wolves for rapine, as the fox for wiles ; 

Till Death, ae Hunter, earths them 

all. Night IV. 


xx. Let ehery man then examine his 
own heart, and review his Character as it 
is reflected to him in this Mirror of the 

Animal Creation. Let him conſider whether 
be is honeſt, induſtrious, and profitable ta 
Society, as the labouring Ox ; meek and 
patient as the Lamb ; or whether he returns 
as s the Dog to his romit, and as oy Sow that 


is 


\ 
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is waſhed to her wallowing in the mire : 
whether he is harmleſs as the Dove, or ſub- 
tile as the Fox, and rapacious as the Vul- 
ture: whether he avoids the Truth, as the 
Owl avoids the Light ; or whether he re- 
joices in it, as the Lark which riſes toward 
the Heaven with the appearanceof the morn- 
ing. For though Jews and Gentiles are in- 
corporated together for the prefent, the im- 
mutable diſtinction between Good end Evil 
ſhall at length prevail over the temporary 
Naturalization of men in the Chriſtian $6- 
ciety; an eternal ſeparation ſhall take place; 
and they only who ſhall have put on Purity, 
Temperance, Refignation, and Patience, 
ſhall have their oak r Woe the e 
of God. 

XXI. While v we are aſpiring t to this ira? 
** of the brute Creation, it will be a grand 
reproach to us if we are unmindful of its na- 
tural uſe. Reaſon and Religion require, that 
the creatures of God, efpecially thoſe appra- 
priated to the ſervice of man, ſhould” be 
treated with diſcretion and tenderneſs. The 
Mercy of God is over all his works: his 
Providence extends to brutes as well as to 
men: he feedeth the young ravens that call upon 
lim; and even the Lions, roaring after their 


1 8 prey. 


pry 
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becauſe it hath a power of changing the man. 
ners by rectifying the paſſions. For Pride 
will have the effects of Pride; Covetouſneſs 
will be followed by fraud and rapine; Am- 


bition and worldly Policy will transform 


Chriſtians into monſters, let them looſe upon 
one another, and introduce ſuch diſorders 
amongſt them as formerly among the Hea- 
thens. This is finely touched by Dr. Young, 


and in ſuch terms as fall f in with one Preben 


| ſubject; 5 


Eager ambition's fiery chace Ife; 
I ſee the circling hunt of noiſy men 


Burſt Law's Encloſure, leap the mounds o of 


Right, 

Purſving and purſued, each others prey: 
As wol ves for rapine, as the fox for wiles; 
Tine * mighty Hunter, eartlis © 


xx. Let ehiry man then examine his 


own heart, and review his Character as it 


is reflected to him in this Mirror of the 


Animal Creation. Let him confider whether 


he is honeſt, induſtrious, and profitable to 


Society, as the labouring Ox ; meek - and 
patient as the Lamb; or whether he returns 
as the Dog to his vomit, and as the Sow that 


bh. — U * * 
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is waſhed to her wallowing in the mire: 
whether he is harmleſs as the Dove, or ſub- 
tile as the Fox, and rapacious as the Vul- 
ture: whether he avoids the Truth, as the 
Owl avoids the Light; or whether he re- 
joices in it, as the Lark which riſes toward 
the Heaven with the appearanceof the morn- 
ing. For though Jews and Gentiles are in- 
corporated together for the prefent, the im- 
mutable diſtinction between Good and Evil 
ſhall at length prevail over the temporary 
Naturalization of men in the Chriſtian So- 
ciety; an eternal ſeparation ſhall take place; 
and they only who ſhall have put on Purity, 
Temperance, Refignation, and - Patience, 
ſhall have their final mn Ar. _ N 
of God, © 
XXI. While v we are aſpiring t to this iora? 
Ys of the brute Creation, it will be a grand 
reproach to us if we are unmindful of its na- 


tural uſe. Reaſon and Religion require, that 


the creatures of God, eſpecially thoſe appra- 
priated to the ſervice of man, ſhould” be 
treated with diſcretion and tenderneſs. The 


Mercy of God is over” all his works - his 


Providence extends to brutes as well as to 
men: he feedeth the young ravens that call upon 
lin; and even the Lions, roaring after their 


N prey, 


— 


88 4 Driſquifition concerning | 
prey, do feel their Meat from God. All the 
creatures in the Earth, the Air, and the Sea, 
wait upon his bounty, and he giveth them 
their meat in due ſeaſon. The proper office of 
man. therefore, as the Vicegerent of God in 
the government of, the animal kingdom, is 
to imitate the goodneſs of God; to take de- 
light in providing for the wants of ſuch crea- 
tures as are dependent upon him, and in ap- 
plying them, with moderation, mercy, and 
gratitude, to the uſes appointed by the wiſ- 
dom of our common Creator. Kings, who 
rule over men, are ordained miniſters of 
good to thoſe who are committed to their 
charge. The ſafety of the people is the ſu- 
preme law. of their conduct; and no divine 
authority will give a ſanction to the wanton 
deſtruction, or even the unneceſſary oppreſ— 
ſion of their ſubjects. In like manner, God 

hath made man the Lord of inferior creatures, 
but not their Tyrant. There are many ways 
of abuſing them; but to inſiſt upon theſe at 
large, would be quite foreign to the nature 
of this diſquiſition. | The practice of diſſect- 
ing animals alive, to. ſatisfy an unprofitable 
curioſity, - is horrible to reflect upon. In- 
| dignation muſt be excited in any benevo- 

lent mind, when it preſents to itſelf an help- 


leſs 
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leſs dog, ſtretched upon a table, crying and 
fainting under the knife of a philoſophical 
butcher, who affects to enlighten the world 
with his wonderful diſcoveries ; as if ſcience 
were like to receive ſome elegant improve- 
ments from a man who has no feeling. 

It is a confideration not leſs offenſive, and, 
I fear, we have much to anſwer for upon 
this account, that horſes, which contribute 
ſo much to our health, comfort, and con- 
venience, ſhould be hurried out of their 
lives, with galled breaſts and battered knees, 
to ſave the precious time of impatient people, 
ſome of whom never employed any moments 
of theirlife to the glory of God or the good 
of their country. This is now become a na- 
tional offence : and though the devotees to 
pleaſure, together with the drudges of Mam- 
mon, may be too much in haſte to liſten to 
the voice of a ſpeculative Monitor; yet cer- 
tainly God,. who hath lent his creatures to 
us, will not think it beneath his notice ta 
enquire how they have been treated. 

Cruelty to dumb animals is one of the diſ- 
tinguiſhing vices of the loweſt and baſeſt of 
the people. Wherever it is found, itisacer- 
tain mark of ignorance and meanneſs ; an in- 
WARES mark, which all the external advan- 


tages 


90 AA Diſfquiftion concerning, &c. 
tages of wealth, ſplendor, and nobility can- 
not obliterate. It will conſiſt neither with 


true learning nor true civility ; and Religion 


diſclaims and deteſts it as an inſult upon 


the majeſty and the goodneſs of God; who, 
having made the inſtincts of brute beaſts mi- 


niſter to the improvement of the mind as 
well as to the convenience of the body, hath 
furniſhed us with a motive to mercy and 
compaſſion toward. them very ſtrong and 


powerful, but too refined to have any in- 
| Dyence on the illiterate or irreligious. 
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o ſhew that I am not angular! in aſ- 
eribing a moral ſignification to the 
corporeal marks by which the clean animals 
were diſtinguiſhed, I have referred to ſome 


I. 


ancient writers, as their ſenſe is exhibited 


by Pierius in his Hieroglyphics, See p. 18. of 
the foregoing Diſquiſition. But it is not ne- 


ceſſary to go ſo far backward. I have fol- 


lowed, without knowing it, the ſenſe of + 
modern divine ; whoſe compoſitions ſhew , 
him to have been one of the beſt writers this 
Church can boaſt of; I mean Dr, Young, Fa- 
ther to the celebrated author of the Night 
Thoughts.., In his Sermon called, he Haly 
Contemplative, we find theſe words: * Among 

* the ceremonial Laws of Moſes (whereof 
* the. allegorical was the moſt proper and 


«« principal interpretation, and according to, 


« which ſenſe they were chiefly to be ob- 
466 * ſerved) this was in no beaſt ſhould 
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be accounted clean, but ſuch as had theſe 
* two qualities, cleaving of the hoof, and 
” chewing of the cud. And theſe two qualities 
« in the beaſt were only ſymbols of theſe two 
acts in men, which I am now treating of. 
. *«« Dividing the hoof was a ſymbol of the act 
e of diſcerning between good and evil, that 
is contemplative knowledge: and chewing 
« the Cud was ſymbolical of the act of ap- 
* plying what we know to practice; and 
both theſe are neceſſary to make a man 
* clean.” Young's Sermons, vol. ii. p. 178, 
179. 3 0 | 0 

| "It. At p. 22, ſome notice is taken of the 
impure facrifices of the heathens, and parti- 
cularly of their horrible practice of offering 
human victims, which is confirmed by a 
{ | paſſage or two in the margin. The abt 
bbc and rexvob uc of the heathens have been 
treated more at large by a very able hand, 
Mr. Bryant, in his Obſervations and Enquiries 
relating to ancient Hiſtory, which every learned 
reader, who is fond of ſuch reſearches, will 
| conſult with pleaſure and advantage; the au- 
| thor having diſcovered a more than ordinary 
degree of {kill in Biblical as well as Grecian ' 
Antiquity, together with grey Judgment 


* 
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and ingenuity in the application of Etymolo- 
gical Criticiſm; He has ſhewn by a mul- 
titude of authorities, that human victims 
were offered to the heathen Deities, in 
Egypt, Arabia, all the ſtates of Greece, Italy. 
Germany and Gaul, Iceland, Africa, and 
America. In a word, that where Idolatry 
prevailed, it was ever attended with this un- 
merciful ſuperſtition ' of ſhedding human 
blood, with every poſſible circumſtance of 
barbarity. The whole account taken toge- 
ther affords us a frightful picture of the abo- 
minations of Paganiſm, and is even a diſgrace 
to human nature: for it does not appear 
that the practice was ever cenſured to pur- 
poſe by any of the heathens, till the previous 
publication of the Goſpel had occaſioned 
ſome of the more learned and rational among 
them to alter their tone; the Chriſtians in 
their writings and diſcourſes having ſeverely 
expoſed the impurity, abſurdity, and eig 
of the heathen; Superſtition, | 
From what original this general oratioe 
of offering human victims could be derived, 
is a queſtion of importance. Mr. Bryant de- 
duces it from a tradition common to the moſt 
temote antiquity, which in proceſs of time 
Was inn depraved: and his curious ob- 

ſervations 
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ſervations on the Myſtical Sacrifice: of the 
82 render it more than probable. 
See p. 286. For this, and other offerings 
like to it under the names of gapuarxct and 
rœbagflaſſa, were not devoted upon any ap- 
parent principle of cruelty, as might be ſup- 
poſed when captives taken in war were but- 
chered before an Idol; but for the purpoſes 
of expiation and atonement; to compenſate 
for the offences of the people, to avert the 
anger of heaven, or invite its protection on 
8 of any publick danger or calamity. 
III. In:the/econd Part of the Diſquiſition 
(I— VII) it has been ſhewn, that clean and 
unclean animals are applied in the ſub- 
ſequent parts of the Scripture in ſuch a man- 
ner as is agreeable to our ſenſe of the Moſaic 


diſtinction. But it has been objected, that 


the Scripture ſeems not to be uniform in 
ſuch an application. To which it muſt be 
replied, that as clean and unclean animals 
are not realities of good and evil, but only 
figures; nothing hinders, but that, like other 
figures, they ſhould ſignify differently, when 
b nes ſome different acceptation: as the 
ſame object, according to every new direction 
of the Light that falls upon it, will e 2 
he different ſhadow. 8 
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My meaning will be beſt explained by 
ſome examples borrowed from the ſtyle of 
the holy Scripture. Water, as a medium of 
purification, is a fit image of the Spirit of 
"Regeneration in baptiſm, which waſhes away 
Sin: but, in its capacity of overflowing bodies 
with its waves, it becomes a figure of afflic- 
tion, deſtruction, and even death itſelf. The 
ſame water which bore up the ark of Noak 
in ſafety, and exhibited a pattern of the Sal- 
vation of the Chriſtian *Church, deſtroyed - 

the world of the ungodly. The Light of the 
Sun is beneficial to the whole creation, and 
is emblematic of that divine light of life, 

' which enlightens every man that cometh into 

the world: but the parching heat of its rays 
is uſed in the parables of Chriſt to expreſs 
the fiery trial of perſecution and  tribulatian 
for the Truth's ſake. ' 

With the ſame variety of alluſion, and 
without any danger of impropriety or con- 
fuſion in the language of the e the 
Lion, conſidered as an hungry and blood- 
thirſty beaſt of prey, is an image of the 
Devil, who as @ roaring lion walketh about 
r whom he may devour. But in regard to 
bis Strength, Power, Generoſity, and the 

. majeſty of his countenance, he is highly ex- 
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expreſſive of the Regal Character, and is 
therefore aſſumed to denote the Power and 
Majeſty of. Chriſt himſelf, the Lion of. the 
Tribe of Judal, Rev. v. 5. David, in his 
Elegy on the death of Sau! and Fonathan, 
recounts. it as an. honour to them in their 
capacity of warriors, that they were Seifter 
than Eagles, they were ſtronger than Lions: 
and the alluſion cannot be thought to inter- 
fere with the Levitical diſtinction ; for eagles = 
and lions are not ſeparated from. the, clean 
animals for their ſtrength or their ſwiftneſs 
abſtractedly conſidered, but for the ferocity 
which applies theſe excellent properties in- 
diſcriminately to the purpoſes of contention, 
rapine, and bloodſhed, The dog. i is an un- 
clean animal with many unclean properties; 
but for his vigilance, “ fidelity, and fagacity, 
he ſurpaſſes all other creatures, and becomes 
a proper aſſiſtant to the ſhepherd ; in which 
capacity the Prophet 7/aiah, chap. lvi. 10. al- 
ludes to him as an example to the miniſters 
of God's word, whoſe office it. is to guard 
the flock from the incurſions of the wolf: for 
they who give n no warning of the enemics of | 


* — Nunquam, euftedibus illis, Aut impa nc a bur, s 

- Nofturnum flabulis furem, in- Ie. Virg. 
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the Church are reptoached as dumb dogs that 
cannot bark; a name which in modern times 
has been accommodated by men of heat arid 
zeal to what biſhop. Latimer calls Rig 
Prelates. 

The inſtance; hieb of all others eme 


moſt oppoſite to the eſtabliſhed order of the 
Animals in the Law, is that repreſentation 


of the bleſſed and the curſed at the day of 
judgment in Matt. xxv. 32, &c. under 
the figures of Sheep and Goat. But the dif- 
fliculty of this ſimilitude is removed by the 


manner in Which it is introduced. It does 


not proceed on the ground of any fpetific dif- 
ferences between Sheep and Goats; (though 
the ſheep in reſpect of its colour, and its 
good qualities will be allowed the preference) 
but on the act of pανting one party from. 
the other / 


by the act of a Shepherd, no diviſion under 


the direction of a Shepherd can be agreeable 


to nature, but of ſuch cattle as are commit- 


ted to the charge of a ſhepherd. If Wolves 


or Swine had been affumed inſtead of Goats, 
the contraſt between the animals might have 
acer more ſtriking, but the act of ſe- 
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rating them could not have been attributed 
to a Shepherd; by whoſe Office Chr was 
pleaſed on many occaſions to ſignify his 
own-as the Saviour, e Herr ä 700 
| people. h 

IV. In my reflexions on the hetnids (of 
the Egyptions, at p. 68. I have followed 
the general opinion in ſuppoſing them to 
have practiſed three different forts of writing, 
and have given the account in the words of 
Maximus. But this matter having been con- 
ſidered more attentively by a learned friend. 
for whoſe judgment and erudition I have the 
bigheſt reſpect, I ſhall offer: his ſentiments 
to the Reader in his on words. You 
*« have a quotation from Maximus's Preface 
* to Horapallo, to ſhew there were three 
«« ſorts of writing, among the Egyptians. 
Above twenty years ago I had a particular 
« occaſion to ſearch into the truth of this aſ- 
« ſertion, and could find no grounds for it, 
« tho! 'tis-afſerted by Diadorus Siculus, Lib. 
10 . and by Clemens Alexandrinus, Lib. v. p. 


5. Edit. Pariſ. 1629, The Inſcriptions 
* on the Tables of Ifis, the Obeliſks, and 


« the breaſts of the eels. Foo are all in 
1e e and we have no footſteps 
10 of 2 other ſort of writing till after the 


2 150 « times 
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% times of Alexander the Great, when the 
«« Greek Alphabet was firſt introduced under 
«<'the Prolemies, from whence it is ſuppoſed 
«© the Coptic took its riſe. I know not the 
sage of Maximus, but ſhould think him to 
es be far later than Diodorus Siculus, who is 
«© himſelf by no mevens ancient enough to 


« atteſt a fact at leaſt 500 years older than 


«© himſelf, without ſome concurrent evidence. 
There is not the leaſt ſcrap of any hieratic 
„ writing remaining in any old Author. The 
«c inſcriptions” on the Obeliſks given us by 
% Tacitus (Annal I. ii. p. 42. edit. fol. Baſil. 

% 1519) and by Ammianus Marcellinus (I. xvii. 

« p. 145. edit. Gryph. 1 552) ſhew the Hiero- 
s glyphic to have been the common Character 
of the country before they had an Alpha- 
bet; for it is not likely they would have 


rc FTE! to have locked up the praiſes of a 
1 glorious King in Myſtic figures known 
only to a few, when the viſible deſign of 


of thoſe very magnificent monuments was 
0 to dif play the honour of their Kings and 
the Glory of their Country. Marcellinus 
* judicioufly calls theſe ſymbolic figures the 
beginning of knowledge. Formarum autem in- 
* numeras noras, Hieroglyphicas appellatas, quas 


«Ke undique videmus, inciſas initialis ſapientie . | 
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% vet us inflanints autoritas, \We. have no 
„good authority to introduce another ſort 
of writing among the Egyptians but the 
% Hieroglyplhic and the Greek. Had there 
been a third, certainly ſome footſteps 
« would have remained beſides the ipſe dixit 
% of Diadorus, from whom it is probable 
Clemens and Maximus borrowed it.” 

Maximus is a modern Greek writer. He 
calls himſelf biſhop of Cythera, an iſland be- 
tween Candy. and the Morea, now called 
Cerigo. There is a ſecond Letter from him 
addreſſed to the perſon of  He/chelius the 
Editor of Horapollo, and it is dated, as his 
Preface 1 is, in the year 1595. His account 


is therefore of no value, but for the remarks 
intermixt with it. 


V. My ſubject led me naturally at p. 68. to 
reflect on the moral uſe of the Animals in the 
Fables of p; and that again hath ſince led 
me to inquite aſter the original of thoſe fables. 
But the difſention among authors is ſo great 
concerning this matter, that nothing certain 
can be determined. Nuintilian aſcribes them 
to Hejiod as the frft author ; Phedrus ſpeaks of 
Aſopus Auftor. As to the conjecture of Sale, 
tranſlator of the Koran, and Bayle, that they 5 


My are 
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are to be aſcribed to Lohman, an eaſtern fabu- 
liſt, and that there was no ſuch perſon as 
A/op, it is of little credit. Fabricius, in his Bi- 


_ 6hthecaGrecazan author of good repute, does- 


indeed expreſs a doubt whether the Fables 


under the name of Æſop were written by him. 
Upon the whole, it ſeems moſt probable, that 


Planudes . was the compiler, and that the 
Collection is miſcellaneous, the greater part of 
them having AÆſep for their author. The 


matter of them ſhews that they were not all 


of the ſame age or country. The fable of 


the Fox and the Grapes muſt be Oriental, be- 
cauſe it is not known that any European 


foxes eat grapes; though it hath always been 
obſerved of the foxes of Paliſtine. Having 


occaſion lately to mention this circumſtance, 
J was informed on the authority of a gentle- 
man of Obſervation, who has. ſpent, ſome 
years abroad, that the dogs in the Madeiras 


are all confined under a very ſevere. penalty 
upon the owners, during the ſeaſon when the 


vineyards are in fru ercauſe they devour 
the grapes: which me at leaſt, a new 


article of Natural Hiſtory. 
VI. 1 ovght to make ſome A pology for 


having derived the name of Nimrod, p. 22. 
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The Learned Mr. Bryant, in ſome part of 
his work, ſuppoſes it to come from Mp te re- 


bel ; and another Gentleman, who has a 
critical knowledge of the Hebrew, has ob- 
jected to my Etymology, being of the ſame. - 
opinion with Mr. Bryant. I muſt confeſs 
alſo that the Lexicons are againſt me. What 
I have. to anſwer is this; that the word, if 


interpreted 4 rebel, is not grammatical : it 
ſhould then have been 4112 or PHD. If it is 
taken in the ſenſe F plead for, it muſt. be 
deemed a guadriliteral word, and as ſuch 
compounded of a double radix. If the latter 
root begins with the conſonant which ter- 
minates the firſt root, it 18 the cuſtom of the 
language to drop one of them, and leave four 
letters inſtead of five. By this rule, the two 
roots are . 4 leopard, and N or N 70 do- 
mineer : of which ſenſes both are equally 


pertinent when applied to the Character os 
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In the Prefs, and ſpeedily will be publiſhed, 
THREE DISSERTATIONS 


: ON 
LIFE AND DEATH. 


I. A Survey of the Brevity and Vanity of Human Life, with 

the Conſolation adminiſtered by the Chriſtian Syſtem againſt 
both. 

II. Conſiderations on St. Paul's Wiſh to depart and be 
with Chriſt. With an Appendix on the intermediate State, * 


III. Death a Bleſſing to the good Man. 


By WILLIAM JONES, 
Rector of Pluckley, in Kent. 


—— 


4 
« 
* 
1 
tf ' 
as 
N 
\ 
* 
* * 
* 
* 
* 


* 


— 
9 * 5 
\ * * : 8 * 
* 8 10 
- 
* 
. 
8 „ * ” " a 
* * * 1 y : 
= 
p L * & ö 4 | 
- . 5 \ 4 f 
S x 
= 
* 4. 
* 
* + 3 17 
| n | ; 
- * | 
ö 
1 4 # 
% k | | 
* 
0 ' 
. 
# 
* 
* 
. 1 
— ** 
= 
* 
- 


* 2 * 
9 * 
9 ; 


